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Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 On August 6th, Elisabeth, Jacob and Jens Pynn Himmelman 
will begin Elisabeth’s internship year with St. John’s.  They currently 
live in Madison and will continue to reside there, but will also reside 
in the parsonage most weekends.  Elisabeth and her family will 
worship with us on August 12, and she will begin worship 
leadership on August 19, as she is installed as our intern.  Here is 
some biographical information that Elisabeth shared with us. 
 “When I graduated high school in 1999, I left for 
college 800 miles from my home in the San Francisco Bay 
Area to Tacoma, WA. I attended Pacific Lutheran University, 
which I selected for its English program and campus size. I 
thought I wanted to be a writer, but the more psychology 
classes I took, the more I felt the draw to understand and 
analyze human behavior. I thrived in the classes I never 
imagined myself in: statistics, neuropsychology, psychology 
of work, of women, of religion ... I couldn't get enough. I 
graduated in 2003 with a BA in psychology, and landed my 
first job at Big Brothers Big Sisters in the Seattle area 
assisting with mentoring programs in local schools. I married 
my husband, Jacob, after graduation. In 2006, I felt the call to 



follow a new career path and started part time graduate work 
at University of Washington, completing my MSW in 2009. 
My internship was in fund development at a local food bank 
because my passion at the time was for the role of social 
work in ending hunger at a local level. As I was completing 
coursework, my husband discerned a vocational call to 
architecture and was accepted to a master's program at 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. We weren't going to 
move, but for the first (and only to date) time in my life, I had 
a dream in which I distinctly heard the directive, "go." When I 
told my husband, he thought I was a little nuts, but we took a 
leap of faith and moved 2,000 miles from what we knew as 
home for him to pursue a new career. It was well worth the 
leap. 
 Shortly before my graduation from University of 
Wisconsin in winter of 2008, my dad was diagnosed with 
stage IV prostate cancer. It was terrifying to hear him say the 
words, "I have cancer." My parents and I grew more deeply in 
faith throughout my dad's journey through treatment to 
recovery because we relied heavily on our church 
communities (mine in Washington, theirs in California) to 
support us prayerfully, emotionally, and spiritually. This was a 
turning point in my own faith, one in which I questioned and 
doubted and feared for each of his test results along the way. 
And yet, somehow I learned to trust God in a new way in this 
season of my life. I spent a lot of time deepening my own faith 
journey through prayer, journaling, and talking through the 
situation with my pastor. Not that it was all sunshine and 
roses- I doubted that God cared at all more times than not- 
but abiding peace would come in small ways in moments of 
time that would sustain me through the fear. This experience 
strengthened our family in many ways, because we had to 
come together and rally for the sake of my dad's health. He is 
currently cancer free, and we celebrate and honor his 
journey as often as possible.  
 My husband Jacob and I celebrated fourteen years of 
marriage this year. After eight years of marriage and a move 
to Milwaukee, our son Jens was born and our lives have 
never been the same! Jens has shown us how to love in 
ways we never thought possible, and also shown us that my 
husband and I are products of our parents in so many ways 
that differ from one another - whether it be in discipline, 
showing affection, or the way we play - and we are learning 



that the minute we think we have something figured out, Jens 
changes and we have to learn something new. It's a journey I 
wouldn't trade for the world that has strengthened who I am, 
who we are as a family, together in faith. 
 I am seeking an internship that will challenge me, 
welcome my gifts, and help me grow. I want to learn as much 
about who I am as a leader, and above all, how my leadership 
plays a role in God's story. I have spent twelve years in youth 
ministry, and am seeking to grow as a leader beyond children 
and youth. My current ministry interest after graduation is in a 
congregational setting that values social justice, advocacy, 
and is willing to look beyond the building to be the church in 
the world, centered in the hope of Christ. I am also interested 
in congregational renewal ministry as a way of living out the 
gospel and our Lutheran value of ongoing reformation.” 
 Please join us when we officially welcome Elisabeth 
and her family on Aug 19. 
  

  Shalom, 
 

    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Thank You 
 If you see these wonderful folks around, please give them a 
big THANK YOU for their leadership on the internship committee:  
Nancy Passehl, Jeannine Robertson, John Schmidt, Jerry Niesen, 
Linda Lintl, and Mary Weeks.  They gave of their time and their 
God-given gifts in a very generous way to make this program a 
success.  Their servant hearts give witness to Christ at work in this 
community and their service in this ministry builds upon the mission 
of the Church.  Our family has been blessed by their love and 
support this year and is ever grateful for all they have done. 
  Intern Derek, Becky & Theodore Rosenstiel       
 

 



 
 
 

Parish Planning Council Members: 
Executive Director  Ken Carlson  370-1356 
Assistant Exec Director Jon Sandeman 643-5006 
Secretary   Kathy Lovell  643-2075 
Treasurer   Butch Passehl  643-3008 
Evangelism Board  Sheila Dittberner 370-1550 
Fellowship Board  Lori Hegge  592-3196 
Lay Ministry Board  Melani Wheeler 544-2711 
Member at Large  Linda Lintl  370-7455 
Member at Large-Youth Ally Dunnum  644-0041 
Parish Education Board James Newman 512-7623 
Properties Board  Roger Clason  576-0343 
PR and Social Concerns John Schmidt  643-2171 
Stewardship Board  Bob Lange  434-2271 
Women of ELCA   Eunice Yanke  643-8289 
Youth Board   Megan Tarnutzer 963-0396 
 
 
 
 

The Staff: 
Pastors:  Fred Rilling  fred@stjohnssaukprairie.org (h) 644-1359 
   Sally Williams  sally@stjohnssaukprairie.org  (h) 643-7810 
   Intern Elisabeth Pynn Himmelman   
elisabeth@stjohnssaukprairie.org  
 (h) 370-7392 
Director of Music:  position currently vacant 
Youth-Education:  Abby Bennett  abby@stjohnssaukprairie.org  
 (c) 370-7148 
Custodian:  John Hines  john@stjohnssaukprairie.org   (c)393-2325 
Office and Communications Coordinator:  Linda Hines   
 linda@stjohnssaukprairie.org  (h) 544-2409 
 
St. John’s Lutheran Church: 643-2439  www.stjohnssaukprairie.org 
Like us on Facebook at St Johns Lutheran Sauk Prairie 
 

Mission Statement:  Christ, our strength and refuge, calling us to serve 
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 Food Pantry Sunday is August 12.  Food, paper products 
and cleaning supplies may be brought to the table in the gathering 
area.  These items are distributed to many families in the Sauk 
Prairie community.  The food pantry especially needs:  
 
  Pancake Mix  Syrup 
  Boxed Potatoes Canned Fruit 
  Shampoo  Toothpaste 
  
 Keep this list handy as you do your grocery shopping during 
the next few weeks.  
 

 Many parishioners find it easier to bring the items to the gathering area of 
the church at other times during the month.  We appreciate the donations at any 
time. 
 
 
 
 

 
Birthday Greetings 

We hope you take a moment to send greetings to the 
following people who have birthdays in August.  The day is in 
parentheses. 

 
Delores Staff (7)  Rae King (9) 
Brookdale   The Ridges 
685 Woelfel Road  215 Dale Drive 
Brookfield, WI  53045  Lodi, WI  53555 
 
  Myrtle Wyttenbach (18) 
  c/o Karen Rasmussen 
  1148 Rockdale Street 
  Green Bay, WI  54304 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Women of the Church News  (WELCA) 
Circles will meet for different activities this month.   
Regular Bible Study begins again in September. 

 
 
 Our picnic at the Blue Spoon on July 19th was a big success 
with 30 ladies in attendance.  We met in the River Room where a 
light buffet brunch was set up with rolls, fruit and coffee.  Leanna 
and Malea Niesen entertained us with a delightful duet called 
“Sisters”, which was every bit as good as the famous “White 
Christmas” duet with Rosemary Clooney and Vera-Ellen.  After that, 
Intern Derek led the Bible Study on Prayer, with emphasis on Psalm 
19:14 “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 
acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer”.  He made it 
very interesting and informative.  He also delighted us with singing 
“Be Thou My Vision”, and asked us to sing along with him on the 
last two verses.  This was very appropriate for the theme of the day.  
We ALL are most certainly going to miss Derek.  We want to thank 
Derek and the Niesen sisters for helping to make it such a terrific 
morning for us. 
 Circles will not their have regular meetings in August.  Each 
Circle will enjoy doing something special of their own choice. 
 In August we all start thinking about putting together the 
various kits for Lutheran World Relief.  These include quilts, 
personal care kits, sewing kits, baby care kits and school kits.  The 
deadline for getting them all assembled and ready for shipping is 
September 30th.  For the past few years, we have asked the 
congregation to help in purchasing supplies for these 
kits…especially the school kits, which include (4) 70-sheet 
notebooks, (1) blunt scissors, (1) ruler, (1) pencil sharpener, (5) 
pencils, (5) ballpoint pens, (1) eraser, and (1) box of crayons.  
August is always the time when terrific sales on school supplies are 
advertised in the newspapers and we all scramble to take 
advantage of these sales.  A table will be available in the gathering 
area for these items.  Other greatly needed kit items are:  bath 
towels, cloth diapers and Ivory soap bars.  The items needed for all 
of the kits are listed elsewhere in this Visitor.  Everyone is welcome 
to help us with anything you can for any of the kits. 
 On Wednesdays THROUGHOUT YEAR, our quilters are 
working diligently on making wonderful quilts for Lutheran World 
Relief and also for needs in our community.  They very much 
appreciate sheets, drapes, or any other large pieces of material you 
may have to donate.  You may bring them to the church any time.  



The quilters also need new material for making quilts for babies 
when they are baptized. 
 In September we will resume our regular Circle meetings, 
starting with Bible Studies on Repentance.  If you don’t belong to a 
Circle, this would be a very good time to start.  It’s a wonderful 
opportunity to get in on some great studies and also great 
fellowship and worthwhile projects. 
 Sarah Circle has been visiting Special Friends in June and 
July.  Martha Circle will visit them in August and September. 
 Read this month’s Prayer for Peace in this Visitor on August 
20th. 
 There will be a synod-wide spiritual FALL RETREAT on 
September 22, 2018 at New Life Lutheran Church, 17584 Cottage 
Grove Road.  The theme:  “Listening for God-Walking with Jesus”.  
We are hoping some ladies from St. John’s will be able to attend. 
 
 
Women’s Book Club       
 Our August book club will discuss Winnie Mandela: Part of 
My Soul Went With Him edited by Anne Benjamin and adapted by 
Mary Benson. We will meet on Tuesday, August 28 at 10am in the 
church library. A copy of the book is in the church library, and there 
are copies in the public library system.  
 
 
 
Older Wiser Livelier Seniors (OWLS)  
 We will not meet in August, but will gather again on 
September 20th with Katrina from the Sauk City Public Library. Our 
topic will be resources for seniors. Participants are welcome to 
bring goodies to share, but it is not expected. All are welcome! 
 
 
 
Sing for Fun       
 The Sing for Fun group will take a break during August and 
return to singing again in the fall.  If you have questions, call Ruth 
Lohr at 608-225-8477.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Adult Education 
 Our regular Sunday adult education schedule will start up 
again on Sunday, September 16 at 9:15am in room 1 beginning 
with Rev. Eldor Fruehling’s class on “The battle of the soul at the 
polls.”   During these sessions we will explore how our Christian 
Faith influences our vote at the polls as well as other areas of our 
lives as Americans.  Primarily The Sermon on the Mount, from the 
Gospel of Matthew (Chapters 5-7) will serve as the Biblical basis.  
 This is a similar class from last year, but we encourage 
newcomers and past participants to come again and take the 
conversation further. All are welcome! 
 On Wednesday evenings (beginning September 19) at 6pm 
we will gather to study the Gospel lesson that will be read the 
following Sunday. All are welcome to come at 5:20pm and enjoy a 
meal. Cost is only $1 with a maximum of $5 per family. 
 
 
 
 
Sharing Stitches       
 Sharing Stitches will not meet in August but will resume 
again on September 11 at 9:30am in the church library. Anyone 
interested in knitting or crocheting, or learning how to knit or 
crochet, is welcome.   
 
 
 
 
Single Together   
 The newly formed group “Single Together” will be enjoying a 
dinner out at the Vintage of Sauk City on August 20.  Watch for a 
sign-up sheet on the kiosk in the front gathering area for the time to 
meet.  If you are interested in enjoying an evening meal out with 
other single people for good food and good conversation, please 
sign-up.  (The Vintage does appreciate reservations for groups.) 
 If you are single and would like to go out for lunch, dinner or 
maybe a movie with a group of other single folks, please give Linda 
Lintl a call at 643-9377.  
 
 
 
 
 



    St. John’s reports many of the names of our hospitalized and 
recently discharged members in the monthly newsletter.  We 
include only those who have given us permission to print their 
names.  You may send cards or telephone them and pray for their 
improved health.   
 

Hospitalized/Recently Discharged 
Steve Barritt 

Lee Ann Goelz 
 
 
 

 
 

 We invite you to pray for peace on the 20th day of each 
month.  On August 20, please repeat the following prayer:  

 

Lord, we pray for the power to be gentle;  
the strength to be forgiving;  

 the patience to be understanding;  
 and the endurance to accept the consequences of holding to 

what we believe to be right.  
May we put our trust in the power of good to overcome evil 

 and the power of love to overcome hatred.  
We pray for the vision to see  

and the faith to believe in a world emancipated from violence,  
a new world where fear shall no longer lead men to commit 

injustice,  
nor selfishness make them bring suffering to others.  

Help us to devote our whole life and thought and energy to the task 
of making peace, 

 praying always for the inspiration and the power to fulfill the destiny 
for which we and all people were created 

Amen. 
 
 

Thanks 
 Thank you to the women that helped with the preparation 
and serving of food at Ellie’s service.  It was greatly appreciated. 
  The family of Ellie Ferry 
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Memorial Service   
 A Memorial Service for Alvin (Al) Moles will be held on 
Saturday, August 4 at St. John’s Lutheran Church, beginning at 
3:00 p.m.  A special welcome is extended to our church family to 
attend the service followed by a time of remembrance, socializing 
and fellowship meal in the church fellowship hall.  Thank you for 
your sincere support.    Gloria Moles and family 
 

 
 

With Sincere Sympathy          
 We offer our condolences to the following families this 
month: 
 Jamie and Daniel Brice, Jessica and Scott Frey and their 
families on the death of their grandmother, Donna Fay Pickarts. 
 Bonnie and Robert Kehl and Chanda and Dobie Manning 
and their family on the death of Robert’s sister and Chanda’s aunt, 
Judy Schroeder. 
 TJ Ballweg and Sue Ann Schwanke and their family on the 
death of TJ’s father, Lloyd M. Ballweg. 
 Please keep these families in your prayers. 
 
 
  We recently received monetary gifts in memory of Paul Patterson 
and Eleanor Ferry.  We are grateful when our congregation is 
remembered in this manner.  These gifts will be used to benefit the 
ministry of our church. 
 

 
 

Wedding Congratulations 
 We rejoice with Kevin Nelson and Kia Parins on their July 
14, 2018 wedding.  Kevin is the son of Doug and Donna Nelson and 
grandson of Bob and Almay Nelson. 
 We also celebrate with Nicole Kindschi and Derek Johnson.  
They were married July 21, 2018.  Nicole is the daughter of Steve 
and Holly Kindschi. 
 Please remember to keep these newlyweds in your prayers 
as they begin their new life journey together. 
 
 
 
 
 



Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,                
 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” 
“I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?” The LORD 
said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out 
to me from the ground.  
 Am I my brother’s keeper? I keep asking myself that 
question as I watch the daily news about refugees and victims of 
hate crimes and natural disasters and so on and so on. 
 Am I my brother’s keeper? Sometimes I’d rather not be. 
Doesn’t it sound much easier to pick our brothers and our sisters? 
Wouldn’t it better if God had called us to serve only our fellow 
Christian siblings in Christ? Is that what God is calling us to do? To 
limit our service to those like us? Fortunately, though it sometimes 
feels unfortunate, the answer is not what we expect. 
 At one time a certain lawyer asked the Savior what he must 
do to inherit eternal life. The Master asked him what he read in the 
law. The lawyer pondered a moment and then replied: “Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as 
thyself.” (Luke 10:27.) 
 Our brother, our sister, is anyone who is our neighbor. And 
who is our neighbor in the Good Samaritan story? We learn our 
neighbor is everyone.  
 That includes people whose skin color is different, who 
identify with a different sexual orientation, who practice a different 
religion, who come from a different part of the world. The list goes 
on.  
 We are our brothers’ (and sisters’) keepers. That’s a biblical 
fact. To be their keeper means we keep their best interest in mind, 
work to serve them, and ensure that they know justice and mercy. 
 Jesus never said it would be easy. In fact, Jesus has a 
whole (very long) monologue about how difficult it will be and thus 
will be sending the Advocate to aid us in this work of keeping.  
 Am I my brother’s keeper? Am I my sister’s keeper? Yes. 
Yes you are. I am. And we have a lot of work to do in Christ’s name. 
And it won’t be easy. But the good news is that we have each other 
and we have the gift of our Triune God walking with us, working in 
us, and strengthening us for this work. 
 

    Peace, 

 
 
 



      Greetings Siblings in Christ,  
  Farewells are never easy, and as you read this article we 
will have already had to say that very difficult word to one another. 
Farewell. That word may be difficult to say but we have two words 
that are very easy for us to say to you: THANK YOU! Thank you for 
this beautiful year here at St. John’s. It is because of you that this 
year has been filled with much learning and growth for us. It is 
because of you that our family has felt at home in the midst of many 
changes and new experiences. It is because of you that we 
continue on in this seminary journey with a strong sense of purpose 
and direction. Our family is eternally grateful for all you have given 
us and all that you have shared with us here in this place. 
 There is deep sorrow in saying farewell but let us also 
rejoice for the time we had together and the blessings God has 
given us through the relationships we have formed. We rejoice with 
you as you welcome into your midst Intern Elisabeth and her family. 
We give thanks to God that you continue to share your great gifts of 
embracing and guiding interns through your commitment to this 
ministry. We know you will teach Intern Elisabeth much next year 
and bless her and her family with your loving and welcoming arms. 
She will in turn teach you much and bless this community with her 
unique gifts also. 
 Our family will continue to hold you all in our hearts and in 
our prayers wherever we go! You will forever be a part of our 
ministry in the future and through this you will touch the lives of 
many other people outside of this community. Thank you St. John’s 
and blessings to you all this day and always. May the peace of God 
which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God and of God’s Son, Jesus Christ Our 
Lord. 
  In Love & Gratitude, 
  Intern Derek, Rebecca, and Theodore Rosenstiel 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Web Page   
 Be sure to go online and look at our web page.  See the 
changes at stjohnssaukprairie.org. 
           
 
 
 



 
Dear Pastor Fred, Pastor Sally, staff members, Parish Planning 
Council and members of St. John’s, 
 Thank you for the generous gift of money you presented to 
me for the celebration of my retirement on June 17. Bill and I were 
overwhelmed by all the care and thought you put into making that 
day a special occasion for us and our family. We felt welcomed by 
the community of St. John’s from the moment we came in 2001; 
that welcome remained constant throughout seventeen years! 
 Words will never match the depth of gratitude and joy I hold 
in my heart for having been able to serve as your Director of Music. 
I loved the daily work, choir rehearsals, ecumenical gatherings, text 
studies, and adult education. The list could go on and on. What I 
most loved, however, was worship. I loved being a part of those 
busy mornings. I loved hearing you all sing! It was a privilege to 
lead you every week. Thank you for all your loving-kindness and 
support of my role in music ministry. 
 “Christ, our strength and refuge, calling us to serve” is St. 
John’s mission statement. God be with you as you continue to do 
God’s work to spread the joy of the gospel through song, word, and 
action. 
    Sincerely, 
    Connie Burton 
 
 

 
 

Dear St. John’s Congregation, 
 Thank you for your fiscal generosity and spiritual support 
throughout our Houston Youth Gathering experience.  We are all 
very grateful for the spiritual and social opportunities and 
experiences afforded to us that we wouldn’t have had otherwise.  
We are all very blessed and very appreciative! 
  Sincerely,   Karissa Kaul, Eric Kaul, Amy Beattie, 
Sawyer Ladd, Tekla Nimmow, Hannah Miller, Ava Roach, Zachary 
Guentherman, Leah Froehlich, Sam Beattie, Julia Jones, Lillian 
Jones, Jordan Chao, Kyle Dregney, Carley Frosch, Ruby 
Sandeman, Grace Sandeman, Emily Caflisch, Emma Kinnamon, 
Eleri Fester, Samantha Johnson, Elisabeth Miller, Cole Douglas 
and Pastor Fred Rilling. 

                                          
 
 
   
 



Happy August Birthday! 
The day is in parenthesis 

 
Our Youngest: 

 

 Ellen Krueger (1)  Laila Steinmetz (17) 
 Isaac Sailor (22)  Andrew Kraus (25) 
 
 

Our Sunday School Students: 
 

 Ella Stephan (1)  Sam Patterson (2) 
 Griffin Fritsch (3)  Chesney Braund (4) 
 Sonoma Bever (6)  Marli Fisher (7) 
 Cashton Suchla (9)  Emellia Osgood (12) 
 Quinn Goetsch (13)  Brayton Bahe (14) 
 Natalie Schulenburg (17) Josie Frey (18) 
 Chase Urban (18)  Logan Thiede (23) 
 Grace Hanson (24)  Olivia Steinmetz (24) 
 Dylan Walker (24)  Violet Richard (25) 
 Janie Kinney (26)  Oliver Harms (28) 
 Olivia Thorne (30)  Natalie Nurkala (31) 
 
 

Our Youth: 
 

 Addison Douglas (10)  Olivia Elsing (11) 
 Morgan Evert (11)  Anna Ballweg (15) 
 Layne Hall (21)  Ella Yanke (27) 
 Leanna Niesen (31) 
 
 

College and Career-age Young People: 
 

 Grant Kirner (11)  Ryan Caflisch (19) 
 Nathan Deedon (20)  Austin Powell (20) 
 Jordan Powell (20)  Ally Dunnum (24) 
 Jacob Jones (25) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Serving in August 
 

Ushers:    8:00 a.m.  9:30 a.m. 
August 5  Wesley Himebauch Quinn Baier 
   Jason Himebauch Stacey Stoehr 
  **Additional help needed Gerry Westphal 
      Deb Westphal 
August 12  Jack Gorsuch  Ava Shimpach 
       
  **Additional help needed 
August 19  Eliot Carlson  Charlie Homp 
   Ken Carlson  Dave Homp 
  **Additional help needed 
August 26  Jozie Braund  Jack Gorsuch 
   Aaron Braund 
  **Additional help needed 
 
Acolytes:  8:00 a.m.  9:30 a.m. 
August 5  Alia Schlimgen Jonah Richard 
   Jozie Braund  Malea Niesen 
August 12  Claire Thiede  Emma Kinnamon 
   Ben Levers  Michael Blau 
August 19  Meadow Liedtke Jenna Pistono 
   Ben Levers  Malea Niesen 
August 26  Quinn Baier  Ethan Jones 
   BrookLynn Baier Jozie Braund 
 
Readers:  8:00 a.m.  9:30 a.m. 
August 5  Anna Francour Jay Dregney 
August 12  Dale Haroldson Dale Clason 
August 19  Mary Halweg  Anne Klinkner 
August 26  Marilyn Herschleb Dale Clason 
 
Cantors:   8:00 a.m.  9:30 a.m. 
August 5  Janis Baun  Deb Lohr-Foster 
August 12  Dennis Fisher  Dennis Fisher 
August 19  Karley Blau  Ruellene Seymour 
August 26  Chris Stephan  Melani Wheeler 
 
Communion Assistants:   8:00 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 
August 5           Courtney Lautenbach Jonah Richard 
August 12  Crystal Lautenbach Dale Clason 
August 19  Marilyn Herschleb Deb Westphal 
August 26  Linda Hines  Dale Clason 
 



Assisting Ministers:   8:00 a.m.  9:30 a.m. 
August 5  Donna Knickmeyer Donna Knickmeyer 
August 12  Bob Wilson  Bob Wilson 
August 19  Bev Clason  Bev Clason 
August 26  Bev Clason  Bev Clason 
 
Communion Set Up/Clean Up 8:00 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 
August 5  Shirley Orr  Dave/Dale Clason 
August 12  Jaxson Dunn  Scott Graves 
August 19  Linda Meyer  Dave/Dale Clason 
   Judy Tobias 
August 26  Deb Corrao  Deb Lohr-Foster 
 
Nursery Staff: 8:00 a.m.  9:30 a.m. 
August 5  Wyatt Urban  Alia Schlimgen 
   Annika Braund Meadow Liedtke 
August 12  Ava Shimpach  Quinn Baier 
         Courtney Lautenbach BrookLynn Baier 
August 19  Jenna Pistono  Gavin Tompkin 
   Alia Schlimgen Quinn Baier 
August 26  Meadow Liedtke Jay Dregney 
   Wyatt Urban          Chesney Schonenberger 
 
Coffee Set-Up/Clean-Up:  7:30 a.m. 9:00 a.m.(Serve) 
August 5  Anna Bruckert  Anna Bruckert 
August 12  Maggie Hartman Maggie Hartman 
August 19  Matthew Johnson Matthew Johnson 
August 26  Anna Francour Anna Francour 
 
Sunday Stewards 8:00 a.m.  9:30 a.m. 
August 5  John Schmidt  James Newman 
August 12  Kathy Lovell  James Newman 
August 19  John Schmidt  Jon Sandeman 
August 26  Butch Passehl  Bob Lange 
 
 
 
 
**Ushers Needed 
 If you are able to help with ushering during one of our 
worship services, please add your name to the sign-up sheet 
located on the kiosk in the front gathering area.  If you have 
questions about ushering, contact Steve Kindschi at 434-3591. 
 



Greeters:   8:00 a.m.  9:30 a.m. 
Aug. 5 (Sanctuary) Dan/Jan Baun  John/Ellen Mast 
  (Front doors) Shirley Anding  Cathy/Herb Yanke 
             (Side doors)    Dave Clason 
Aug. 12 (Sanctuary) Jackie Frosch  John/Aletha Ballweg 
             (Front doors) Gina Wyttenbach Candy Buckles 
  (Side doors)  
Aug. 19 (Sanctuary) Lily Fauerbach Eliot Carlson 
             (Front doors) Matthew Johnson Dylan Quayle 
  (Side doors) Randy Trudell  BrookLynn Baier 
Aug. 26 (Sanctuary)  Jeannine Robertson    Denny/Bonnie Dederich 
  (Front doors) Fay Rentmeester Cliff/Cindy Thompson 
  (Side doors)  
 
 
 
 
Installation of Elisabeth Pynn Himmelman 
 On August 19, at both worship services, we will install 
Elisabeth Pynn Himmelman as our intern.  Come and join us as we 
welcome Elisabeth, her husband Jacob and their son Jens into our 
midst and celebrate this new journey we have begun. 
 We will also have a reception in honor of Elisabeth, Jacob 
and Jens.  If you are able to bring some cupcakes to help us 
celebrate and welcome the Himmelman family on August 19, 
please sign-up on the sheet on the kiosk.  We will have treats 
following both worship services that day 
 
 
 
Sunday School Teacher Orientation  
 August 26th  10:30am-12:00pm 
 All Sunday School teachers are asked to be at this year’s 
Sunday School teacher orientation after the second service on 
August 26th.   We will be going over curriculum and the calendar, 
and answering any questions you may have about the upcoming 
year. Please let Abby Bennett know if you cannot attend. 
  
 Sunday School Teachers Needed 
 We are still in need of TWO teachers for the 2nd grade 
classroom.  If you are interested in this position, please contact 
Abby Bennett or Pastor Sally. 
 



 
Sunday School Rally Day 
 Sunday School students age 3 – 6th grade and families, plan 
on joining us September 9th from 9:15am-10:15am for Rally Day in 
the Fellowship Hall.  This is your chance to sign-up for Sunday 
School, meet your teachers, take a tour of our Sunday School 
Hallway and have some fun!  If you are unable to attend and would 
like to sign your child up for Sunday School please contact Abby 
Bennett at 643-2439 or abby@stjohnssaukprairie.org 
 The first regular Sunday school class will be Sunday, 
September 16th from 9:15am-10:15am. 
 
 
3 Year Old & 3rd Grade Bible Presentation 
 On September 23 at the 8am & 10:30am services we will 
present Bibles to our 3 year olds and third grade youth.  In our 
Baptismal liturgy we promise to place the Holy Scriptures in the 
hands of our candidates. A letter will be sent home with more 
details in August. If you do not receive a letter, please contact Abby 
Bennett to be sure your child’s name is put on the list. 
 
 
Parish Education Staff Installation 
 We will install our 2018-2019 educational staff on 
September 16 at both our 8:00am and 10:30am services.  Included 
in this group are our Sunday school teachers, librarians, adult 
education teachers, confirmation teachers and aides, director of 
music and education board members.  Please join us as we rejoice 
in God’s gifts made manifest in these individuals. 
 
 
 
Sunday School Superintendent Needed 
 We are looking to fill the position of Sunday School 
Superintendent. This person works closely with our Youth 
Coordinator, Abby Bennett, to find teachers, choose curriculum, 
gather attendance and offering, serve on the Parish Education 
Board, work with volunteers to create and implement activities and 
events, and have a lot of fun getting to know our children! (We are 
open to co-superintendents!) 
 Please contact Pastor Sally or Abby Bennett if you are 
interested! 
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Congrats Alia Schlimgen, Claire Thiede and Karley Blau on 
completing your sermon notes! 
 
 
Confirmation First Meeting  
 September 12th 6:00pm-7:00pm (dinner at 5:20pm) 
 All confirmation students and their parents need to be at our 
first scheduled confirmation class of the year.  We will offer our 
typical confirmation dinner at 5:20pm and begin with the orientation 
meeting at 6:00pm.  Please contact Abby Bennett if you are unable 
to attend. 
 
 
Stock the Schools   
 In cooperation with the Sauk Prairie community, St. John’s 
is collecting items to be given to Sauk Prairie students in need.  
Each month we will have different items to collect that will help our 
local students.  Some of these items can be used in school and 
some at home.  Items for August are:  granola bars, markers, 
folders and glue sticks.  Look for the red bin in the gathering area 
by the church office to drop off your donations.  Thank you. 
 
EVENING BOOK GROUP travels to Sweden 
 The August 28th selection is Us Against You, a sequel 
to Beartown, by Frederik Bachman. You might call this Sport 
Fiction. It is about hockey, after all, but it is much more. “A 
mysterious new coach promises great things, but can Beartown 
regain its edge against the other local hockey team? Or will the little 
burg finally collapse beneath the weight of its past and present 
sins?” This book allows you to discuss “right/wrong, fear/courage, 
love/hate, the importance and limits of friendship and loyalty, and 
more.” Should the title have been One for All and All for One? 
 We by Russian writer Yevgeny Zamyatin is the book for 
September 25th. Zamyatin is considered the grandfather of the 
satirical futuristic dystopia genre. We also takes a literary approach 
through myth, expressionism, and scientific socialism.  This book 
directly inspired Aldous Huxley, Ayn Rand, George Orwell, Kurt 
Vonnegut, William F. Nolan & George Clayton Johnson, AND 
Ursula K. Le Guin. Anyone looking for extra credit will be very busy! 
 We continue to meet the last Tuesday of the month at 
6:30pm at the Blue Spoon. 
  



         Columbarium Meeting 
 St. John’s held a Columbarium Informational meeting on 
July 15, during which 13 signatures were secured for pre-
subscriptions.  This number almost meets the required pre-
subscriptions that are needed to bring the columbarium project to a 
congregational vote.  The vote will decide if St. John’s will indeed 
purchase a columbarium to be installed on the property near the 
memorial garden.  We need just 2 more signatures before 
September 30. 
 For more information please pick up the tri-fold brochure on 
the columbarium in the church office or contact one of the 
committee members; Nick or Kathy Lester, 643-4145 
(kcnl@merr.com), Linda Hines at the church office, 643-2439 
(linda@stjohnssaukprairie.org) or Roger Clason 576-0343 
(rclason43@gmail.com).  
 
 
School Kit Supplies 
 We are asking for your help in gathering supplies for our 
School Kits again this year.  The kits are sent to Lutheran World 
Relief each fall.  LWR asks that we do not use items with a U.S. 
flag, military symbols, camouflage or religious symbols on them. 
Each kit needs: 
  Four 70-sheet notebooks 
  One 30 cm. ruler (or one with inches and cms.) 
  One pencil sharpener 
  One blunt scissors 
  Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers 
  Five black or blue ballpoint pens  
  One box of 16 or 24 crayons 
  One 2 ½ inch eraser 
 

**pencil sharpeners and blunt scissors are especially needed 
 
 
 
Personal care kit supplies 
One bath-size towel  (not longer than 48” please) 
Two bath-size bars of wrapped soap 
One adult-size toothbrush in its original wrapping  
    or sealed in a business size envelope 
One sturdy comb 
One metal nail clipper  
 

***bath towels, soap and toothbrushes are especially needed 
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Baby care kit supplies 
Two cotton/cotton-blend t-shirts  
Two gowns or sleepers w/o feet 
Two receiving blankets 
Four cloth diapers  
One hand towel, dark color 
One sweater, sweatshirt, or  
   jacket with a hood, or include  
   a baby cap 
Two pairs of baby socks 
Two bath-size bars of gentle soap 
   in its original wrapping 
Two diaper pins or large safety pins 
 
Sizes up to 24 months may be used.  Consider varying the sizes of the clothing items so the 
layette will continue to be useful as the baby grows. 
Gently used, clean items may be substituted for new ones. 
 
*cloth diapers are especially needed 
 
 
 
 
Fabric kit supplies 
Two pieces of cotton or cotton- 
   blend fabric, cut into pieces 
   measuring: 
      2 ¼ yards of 60” wide, OR 
      3 yards of 44” wide, OR 
      4 yards of 36” wide fabric 
Two spools of matching OR 
   neutral-colored general purpose thread, 250-300 yards each  
 
 
 
 Ordinary items become extraordinary gifts when you send 
LWR Quilts and Kits around the world! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Stewardship Report 
 What do we need? What should we share? 
 Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 
Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not 
grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And 
God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having 
all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every 
good deed. 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 
 As we complete the first six months of 2018, we at St. 
John’s find that we are behind in our giving, but on budget for 
expenses. As we use our reserves to pay bills; please look inside 
and ask if there is more that you can do to continue the work our 
Lord has asked of us. Missions, Sunday School, benevolences and 
other ministries all rely on your support. 
 What do you need? What should you share? 
  Bob Lange. Stewardship Board Chair 
 
 
 
Congregational totals   
   Attendance    Offering 
July 1           253  $10,657.75 
July 8           313    $6,005.00 
July 15           208  $11,283.14 
July 22           240    $7,001.75 
 

Thank you for your continued support, Stewardship Board 
 
 
 

 
 I want to express my heartfelt thanks to all involved in the 
celebration of my 65th Ordination Anniversary.  You have all been 
God’s gift to me and have touched my life in various ways.  I want 
to offer a special thanks to the Pastors, those who brought pies and 
served them, gifts and the gift of your presence.  
    Again, Thank You.    
   Eldor Fruehling 
 



Opportunity to Welcome Pastoral Intern Elisabeth Pynn 
Himmelman and family to Sauk Prairie 
 The Internship Committee invites you to donate gift 
certificates or gift cards for Elisabeth, husband Jacob and son Jens. 
If you would like to participate, please drop them off to Linda in the 
church office by Friday, August 10th. Any dollar amount and any 
merchant are welcome! Ideas include: grocery, gas, restaurants, 
recreation, Visa, MasterCard, etc! Maybe you have a favorite 
merchant that you would like to encourage them to try? Another 
idea is to donate a chamber gift certificate to be used at member 
establishments. Thank you for your help! 
 
 
 
 

 On behalf of our intern team and St John’s we want to thank 
Derek for his service to our Congregation, community and to each 
of us. 
 Derek blessed us with the great opportunity to meet his wife 
Becky and their new son Theo. What a blessing it was to watch 
Derek and Becky become new parents. They so graciously shared 
Theo with our Congregation. We are truly grateful. 
 When Derek came through our doors and delivered his first 
sermon we all saw his nerves and quite often used the guiding 
words “slow down Derek”. Our team was instantly drawn to him as 
we were about to watch a very shy and timid intern turn into a 
confident and strong intern with the ability to make all of us watch 
and listen to him and his sermons. Derek listened to the feedback 
from all of you and turned it into teaching moments. 
 Have you ever heard the country song sung by Tim  
Mc Graw. It is called “Humble and Kind”. This song could have 
been written to describe Derek. Listen to part of these lyrics: 
 * Go to church 'cause your momma says to  
 Visit grandpa every chance that you can  
 It won't be a waste of time  
 Always stay humble and kind 
 One of the hardest things about being on the intern team 
and our Congregation being a teaching congregation is that we 
have to say “Good bye and good luck” and that is never easy for 
any of us. 
 Derek, on behalf of our team and our Congregation we 
thank you for allowing us to watch, teach and learn as you grew into 
a very accomplished intern. 
 “Always stay humble and kind” 
 



Milestone Ministry Events 
 On Sunday, August 5, we will celebrate and pray for those 
who have recently retired (or soon will be) as well as those who are 
experiencing job transitions.  We will recognize these milestone 
events at both worship services.  We hope that you are able to join 
us! 
 With another school year just beginning, we want to 
celebrate and bless the beginning of the school year with a special 
back to school blessing on Sunday, September 9 at both services. 
We invite students of all ages, teachers, principals, administrators, 
school office personnel, cooks, librarians, custodians, bus 
drivers…anyone that plays a role in our school systems...to come 
on September 9 to be blessed, affirmed in your vocation, and 
encouraged as you serve children and families in your daily work. 
Join us for this Milestone Ministry event! 
 
 
 
 
Agrace to Offer New Volunteer Orientation in August  
  Agrace Hospice & Palliative Care is seeking volunteers 
throughout Sauk and Columbia counties. Agrace volunteers 
brighten the lives of local people with serious illnesses by making 
companionship visits in patients’ homes, or in nursing homes or 
assisted living facilities. 
 In August, Agrace will offer volunteer orientation Friday, 
August 10, from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., andTuesday, August 21, from 
1 p.m. to 5 p.m., at its Baraboo office. Before attending orientation, 
prospective volunteers will complete an application and an interview 
process with Agrace staff. Call (608) 327-7163 to register. 
 
 
 

 
 St. John’s gratefully thanks our guest worship music leaders 
serving during our transition following Connie Burton’s retirement.  
We are blessed by your talents!  Thank you. 
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