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Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

Spring makes me think about planting flowers and vegetables, 
budding trees and EVANGELISM.  Now you may think, “What is the 
connection between spring and evangelism.”   Well let me explain. 
 Every spring seeds get planted in the hope that something will 
grow.  Small, almost barely noticeable seeds are placed in the 
ground.  Add to that action the warmth of the sun and life giving 
water, and seeds break forth producing beautiful results.  The same 
holds true for evangelism.  Seeds of welcome and invitation are 
planted, and when tended with care, produce results.  In other words, 
you have been evangelizing. 

Now you may ask, “Pastor, how does this happen since I am 
pretty sure that I have NOT been evangelizing.  In fact I KNOW I 
have not being doing anything remotely close to evangelizing.”   Well, 
you may be surprised.  Here is how it works. You are out for coffee 
with friends, you are headed to a movie with a group or you simply 
see a friend at school or the grocery store.  Conversation begins and 
as part of the normal course of things you mention you are going to 
confirmation, or one of your pastors is going to celebrate her first 
wedding anniversary this summer, or you are going to OWLS, or you 
are…  Whatever you say, it is something that you don’t even give a 
second thought about.  It is simply part of your normal conversation. 



That is how the seed is planted.  You simply tell others about 
your involvement in church.  You tell them about how you feel being 
part of St. John’s.  You tell them about your pastors, the Sunday 
School program, the SERRV gifts in the office, the hospice and 
newborn kits you have been helping to make, the Haiti Medical 
Mission, the National Youth Gathering next summer or whatever you 
want to share.  Whatever you talk about, you say it not because you 
are trying to convince them they need to come to St. John’s, but 
rather you tell them about church because it is part of the 
conversation you are having.  You are not trying to evangelize, you 
are just talking about your life.  And you know what, because you 
speak of what comes naturally, it is experienced in the same way.   

Evangelism sounds like something only professionals do, but 
the truth is evangelism is best done by you.  When you tell others 
about your involvement at St. John’s, when you speak well of your 
experience at church, when you tell others of how you like your 
congregation, you plant and tend seeds.  You cannot know when 
those seeds will grow or what each seed needs, but I can tell you that 
your efforts have produced results.  Just look at the members of our 
congregation.  Look around and count how many people who are 
new to you.  This is what occurs when you plant and tend seeds – 
GROWTH HAPPENS! 

Thank you for your efforts.  Thank you for talking about your 
congregation with friends, neighbors and even strangers.  Thank you 
for being evangelists in the fullest sense of the word.   

Shalom, 

          
 
 

 Party  
Invitation   

We invite the congregation to join us at our home on 
Saturday, June 4 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 430 20th Street, Prairie du 
Sac, as we celebrate Katlyn’s high school graduation.   

Brunch food will be served.   
Fred and Kris Rilling 



 
 Food Pantry Sunday is June 12, Pentecost Sunday.  Food, 
paper products and cleaning supplies may be brought to the table in 
the gathering area.  These items are distributed to many families in 
the Sauk Prairie community.  The food pantry especially needs:  
 

 Cans of pork and beans, spaghetti, spaghettios, ravioli 
 Small containers of catsup, mustard, mayonnaise 
 Cake mixes, pancake mix, syrup 
 Jello and pudding mixes,  

Juice, flour, sugar 
 

Keep this list handy as you do your grocery shopping during 
the next few weeks.  
 

 Many parishioners find it easier to bring the items to the gathering 
area of the church at other times during the month.  We appreciate the 
donations at any time. 
 

 
Birthday Greetings 

We hope you take a moment to send greetings to the 
following people who have birthdays in June.  The date is in 
parentheses. 
 

 June Campbell (1)  Audrey Bringle (12) 
 7383 Tetiva Rd  350 Lueders Rd 
 Sauk City, WI  53583  Prairie du Sac, WI  53578 
 

 Lyla Schabacker (12)  Vern Zitlow (18) 
 1606 Lincoln Ave  205 4th Street 
 Prairie du Sac, WI  53578 Prairie du Sac, WI  53578 
 

 Ursula Westre (20)  Lester Schulenburg (20) 
 Maplewood Village  224 Spruce St 
 1425 Hemlock # 110  Sauk City, WI  53583 

Sauk City, WI  53583 
 

   Erna Dieterle (27) 
   Maplewood Village 
   1425 Hemlock # 118 
   Sauk City, WI  53583 



Women of the Church News 
Hannah Circle:  Tuesday, June 7 at 9:15 a.m. at     
St. John’s Library.  Child care is provided. 
Lydia Circle:  Thursday, June 9 at 1:00 p.m. at        
St. John’s Library.  Darlene Holl, hostess.   
Martha Circle:  Thursday, June 2 at 9:00 a.m. at Audrey Kunstman’s, 
W111533 Island View Cr, Lodi 
Mary Circle:  Tuesday, June 7 at 1:00 p.m. at St. John’s Library 
(finger food) 
Ruth Circle:  Monday, June 13 at 7:00 p.m. at Carolyn Gilbertson’s, 
W1440 Vista View Ct., PdS 
Sarah Circle:  Thursday, June 2 at 1:30 p.m. at Maplewood Village, 
1425 Hemlock St., SC 
 
 Thirty-six women attended Circle meetings in May.  The last 
study of our series, The People of God:  Unity in the Midst of 
Diversity, “Witnessing and Evangelism” was led by Keri Coffman-
Thiede, Diane Elsing, Marilyn Larson, Yvonne Brewer, Carolyn 
Gilbertson and Kathy Lester.  In June the study will be led by Keri 
Coffman-Thiede, Diane Elsing, Marge Erlandson, Eunice Yanke, 
Marian DeGiovanni and Kathy Lester.  This will be the first in the 
three-part summer study, Renew, Respond, Rejoice. 
 The Spring General Meeting on April 30 was attended by 38 
women and everyone enjoyed it.  A huge Thank You goes out to all 
those who helped make it a success, especially those who made the 
fancy sandwiches, the dessert goodies and the special ethnic food.  
There were guests from other churches and it seemed that everyone 
complimented us on the food and the program.  Carolyn Gilbertson 
decorated the tables with colorful tablecloths, flowers and Japanese 
fans.  She introduced the guest of the day, Hiromi (“Romi”) Shimbo 
from Tokyo, Japan, who has lived with the Gilbertsons this school 
year.  Romi was dressed in a kimono, was very cordial and sparkly 
and gave us a delightful side presentation about her family and 
country.  She also beautifully sang two Japanese songs.  Several 
people had her write their names in Japanese script as a souvenir.  
The offering of the day was exactly $400 and we are pleased to 
donate that amount to the ELCA Japanese Earthquake fund. 
 There will be no individual Circle meetings in July.  We are 
planning for a group-wide “picnic” in July.  There will be no Bible 
study leaders’ meeting in June. 
 Martha Circle will visit Special Friends in July.  Lydia Circle 
visited them in May and Mary Circle in June. 



 Be sure to pray for peace on June 20.  See the Special Prayer 
in this month’s Visitor.   
 The women’s Lutheran World Relief congregational project for 
2011 is health kits.  We will collect hand towels and wash cloths 
during June. 
 Pat Sweet, April Sawyer and Kathy Lester plan to attend the 
Biennial Synodical Convention on June 10-11 in Reedsburg.  They 
will take along the money from our “Penny Jar, which is always on the 
nametag table in the gathering area on Sundays.  50% of the Pennies 
jar money will go to UPAVIM, the women’s cooperative we support in 
Guatemala, and 50% will be divided among the 5 domestic abuse 
shelters in the Synod.  Please notice (and contribute to) the Penny 
Jar when worshipping during the next few Sundays. 
 Pat Sweet will attend the Triennial Convention in Spokane, 
Washington on July 14-17.  We have chosen to send gift cards and 
phone cards with her as our contribution of “In-kind” gifts.  We need 
gift cards of $10 or more from Target , Wal-Mart and K-Mart.  Pre-
paid phone cards are needed in any amount.  These will be used by 
“Transitions,” a Spokane ministry that fosters the personal growth and 
wholeness of women and children in need. 
 

 
Dear St. John’s Congregation, 
 On behalf of Sauk Prairie High School, I want to thank you for 
allowing Advanced Placement students to take their exams in your 
church.  Julie Breunig and Kathy Bruno had nothing but positive 
things to say about how helpful everyone at St. John’s was in 
providing a great atmosphere for our students during their exams.   

I know it takes extra effort on your part to accommodate 
groups such as ours and I truly appreciate your efforts.   

Once again, thank you for helping our students! 
     Sincerely, 
     Chris Grinde,  

Principal, SPHS 
 

Home Delivery of Communion 
 It only takes about an hour a month to deliver communion to a 
homebound member of our congregation and chat while you are 
there.  If you can serve St. John’s this way, contact Deb Westphal at 
544-4022 or Pastor Rilling.  If you have small children, please include 
them in the visit.  This can be a very positive experience for them 
also. 



 
Dear St. John’s Congregation, 
 Thank you so much for the generous donation from your 
Special Benevolence/Stewardship Fund.  I will use these funds to 
help the 103 homeless children (and their families) in the Sauk Prairie 
School District.  These funds will help to provide food, clothing and 
gas for transportation needs.  Thank you for remembering these 
families. 
     Sincerely, 
     Susan Baumann-Duren 
     SPSD Social Worker and  
      Homeless Coordinator 
 

Susan’s Program for Homeless Children in the Sauk Prairie School District received 
$500 from St. John’s Lenten offering envelopes and coin folders and boxes. 
 

 
 The nine young women of Girl Scout Troop 428 presented   
St. John’s with a flowering crab apple tree on Arbor Day this year.  
The gift was in response to us opening our church to them for their 
monthly meetings.  The tree is on the east side of the Sunday School 
wing.  
 

We Have Met Our Goal!   
Pastor Rilling challenged the congregation to assemble 200 

Hospice and Newborn Kits, and we succeeded!  Volunteers took 213 
Hospice Kits and 201 Newborn Kits to the Synod Assembly on      
May 14 to be trucked to Global Health Ministries in Minneapolis.   
 Assembly leaders reported receiving 2043 kits, which means 
our church contributed 20% of the kits.  There are 145 congregations 
in the South Central Wisconsin Synod. 

Thanks go to everyone who helped make this possible:  
Those who contributed money or merchandise for the kits, those who 
assembled them, those who boxed them, and those who transported 
them to Madison.  

 
Memorial Gifts 
 We recently received memorial monies given in memory of 
Norb Baun, Dorothy Oetzman and Lester Klaetsch.  We are grateful 
when our church is remembered and loved ones are honored in this 
way. 



 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
I was talking with a friend the other day about how the church 

(not just St. John’s) has a very coded, sometimes secret feeling 
language.  
 We, an ELCA church, worship in the sanctuary where we 
celebrate the Eucharist, and our songs are out of the ELW.  We use 
words like catholic, apostolic, and prophesy.  We also like to throw in 
pulpit, altar, and lectern…not to mention the Paschal candle. And 
what’s up with the different colors in the front of the church, and why 
do the pastors keep telling us what season it is?  Isn’t it spring?! 
 Have you ever felt like you were a little lost? Have you ever 
felt like you should know what something means, but are too afraid or 
feel sheepish about asking? 
 You are not alone!  It wasn’t until I went to seminary that I 
learned about a lot of these things.  So I invite your questions.  I 
welcome the opportunity to teach as well as to learn from you.  
Believe it or not, I feel I often end up learning more from my students 
than they learn from me! 
 Paul reminds us in Ephesians 4:11-13 that we all have 
different gifts – “some would be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, some pastors and teachers.”  All of which should be 
working together to “equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 
building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the 
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the 
measure of the full stature of Christ.” 

We all have different gifts.  We all have different languages.  
Whether it’s the language of mechanics or farming or nursing or 
parenting. Whatever it may be… 
 Let’s use our unique gifts and knowledge to equip the saints 
for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ! 
     Blessings, 

 
Men’s Book Club 
 St. John’s Men’s Book Club will meet in the church library on 
June 30 at 6:30 p.m.  The selection for June is Love Wins by Rob 
Bell, Jr.  A bonus book is Joshua by Joseph Girzone. 



 
 We invite you to pray for peace on the 20th day of each month.  
On June 20, please repeat the following prayer:  
 

Gracious and holy God, lead us from death to life, from 
falsehood to truth.  Lead us from despair to hope, from fear to 
trust.  Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace.  Let 
peace fill our hearts, our world our universe; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

     Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
 

 
 St. John’s reports many of the names of our hospitalized and 
recently discharged members in the monthly newsletter.  We include 
only those who have given us permission to print their names.  You 
may send cards or telephone them and pray for their improved 
health.   
 

Hospitalized/Recently Discharged 
 

Gavin Harpold   Scott Uttech 
Peter Heide   Carol Tank 

 

 
We conferred the Sacrament of Holy Baptism on Drew Francis 

Tomter on May 1.  He is the son of Erik and Tara Tomter.  He was 
born on February 21 and his sponsors are Dawn Koeller and Brian 
Koeller. 

Please keep Drew and all the newly baptized in your prayers 
that they may grow in faith as they grow in stature. 
 

 
 A great big thank you goes to Pastor Sally, Pastor Fred and 
everyone who sent me cards, flowers and took the time to visit.  They 
were all very special to me and certainly made my stay a more 
pleasant experience and certainly helped the time go more quickly. 
 Thanks so much. 
     Jeannine Robertson 



 
WANTED:  Mobile Meals Delivery Volunteers!  

St. John's has committed to delivering meals the weeks of 
June 13 and June 20.  We need two volunteers every weekday.  One 
should plan to drive his/her car on the route, and one should plan to 
"run" the meals into the houses.  Meals are ready for pick-up at Sauk 
Prairie Memorial Hospital at 11:10 a.m.  Total delivery time is usually 
one hour.  Detailed routing and delivery instructions are provided.   

This is a very rewarding volunteer experience.  A sign-up 
sheet is posted on the kiosk.   

If you have any questions, please call me at 370-6143.   
Thank you in advance for your help!  

Kim Langer, Coordinator 
 
Pennies for Poverty 
 There is a large jar on the nametag table for pennies or small 
coin donations.  This offering supports the “Pennies for Poverty” 
program initiated by the Synodical Women’s Organization and will be 
taken as a special offering to the Biennial convention on June 11 in 
Reedsburg.  The offering this year will be divided between the 
UPAVIM women’s cooperative that the organization supports in 
Guatemala and 5 domestic abuse shelters in the synod area.  
Typically between four and five thousand dollars is collected so you 
can see what an impact our few pennies can eventually make. 
 

With Sincere Sympathy          
 We offer our sympathy to several in our family of faith this 
month:   
 

·  Dee, Jacob and Zachary Suchomel on the death of 
Dee’s father and and the boys’ grandfather, Carl 
Oeldemann of Mequon 

·  Kim and Kierre Fiske and family on the death of Kim’s 
father, John Gilbertson 

·  Family and friends of Judy Lamberty 



Report:  Synod Assembly 2011 
 Each year I attend Synod Assembly, I am impressed with the 
difference between Assembly and convention.  Conventions are 
those gatherings for the work of organizations with delegates 
representing constituents.  Assembly, from the Augsburg Confession, 
refers to the church itself.  The Church is the faithful people 
assembled around word and sacrament.  So, we gather in worship to 
do the work of the church in South Central Wisconsin.  In the midst of 
worship and prayer, 145 congregations discern together where God 
is leading us.  We discuss how we will support one another in our 
ministries, and we talk about our fiscal responsibilities to the 
ministries we share.  
 This year our theme was Telling a Better Story in the midst of 
cultural stories that tempt us to turn away from God like the ancient 
Sirens that lured sailors to their death.  Odysseus wanted to hear the 
Siren song, but still wanted to travel past in safety.  He stuffed his 
sailors’ ears with beeswax and lashed himself to the mast.  In this 
way he almost went crazy but was saved.  
 On the other hand, Jason and his Argonauts took Orpheus 
and his lyre with them.  When they passed the Sirens, Orpheus 
played his lyre in the bow of the ship.  His song was more beautiful 
than the song of the Sirens.  Jason’s sailors followed the more 
beautiful song and were saved. 
 In the midst of many seductive stories, we Christians have a 
better story to tell, but we don’t always know our story well enough to 
tell it.  We need to be more intentional about both learning our story 
and telling it to others.  Let us not make the good news a secret to be 
held by a few, but the message of hope for the world it was meant to 
be.  
 Together our 145 congregations gathered 2,043 health kits, 
layettes, bandages, etc. (400 kits came from St. John’s alone.)  We 
received an offering of $8,076 for the benefit of Northern Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in India and ELCA World Hunger.  We established 
that we would support Campus Ministries and seminaries with 6.25 % 
of our synodical budget.  We challenged all voting members and 
congregations to give 10% of their incomes (tithe) to the larger 
expressions of the church.  We supported collective bargaining.  We 
promised to speak out against bullying.  And we made a commitment 
to study the ELCA Message to People Living With Disabilities by the 
councils and other groups of our congregations.  
 In the midst of this business we prayed, sang, studied and 
worshipped. 



 Together Audrey Luetscher, Pastors Fred and Sally, and I 
look forward to sharing more of the work done at assembly with you 
in the days ahead.  
 Thank you for letting me be one of your voting members this 
year.  
     Peter Heide 

 

 
Graduating High School 
 We recognized the following high school seniors during our 
second worship service on May 22:   

 

Nicole Ballou     Erin Ballweg    Kristen Cass 
Corey Cody    Brendan Coy    Bryce Halverson 
Norah Jahnke   Tarren Johnson   Jay Kuenster 
Brooke Larson   Jenna Lovell    Sean McMillion 
Martha Nedeau-Owen  Riley Olson    Kayla Renz 
Christopher Pulvermacher Katlyn Rilling    Kelsey Sauer 
Abby Schroeder  Rebecca Schulenburg Keith Slotty 
Katie Spurgeon  Shantele Tammi  Taylor Wixom 

 

 Please keep these young people in your prayers. 
 
 

 
Summer Worship Schedule 

We are following our summer worship schedule now. 
 

June 5 – August 28 
8 and 9:30am services 
 

September 4 
8:00am – indoor service 
9:30am – outdoor service  
 

September 11 – May 2012 
8:00 and 10:30am Fall and Winter service schedule  



 
Women’s Book Club 

Our book this month is Amish Grace: How Forgiveness 
Transcended Tragedy by Donald Kraybill, Steven Nolt and David 
Weaver-Zercher.  We will meet on Tuesday, June 28 at 10 a.m. in the 
church library and 6:30 p.m. at the Blue Spoon.  New members are 
always welcome.  See Pastor Williams for more information.  
 

 
New Members 

Those interested in becoming members of St. John’s will 
gather for an orientation meeting on Sunday, June 19 at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall.   

The new member installation will be the following Sunday, 
June 26 at the 9:30 a.m. service.  A reception in your honor will be at 
10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.   

Please let Pastors Sally or Fred know if you are interested in 
joining this group!   

 

 
Website Special Feature 

This Memorial Day, as you and your family take time to 
remember and thank those around us who have served in the 
military, we will start a special project to honor St. John's 
distinguished veterans.  Lori Dunn, Kathi Risley and the Public 
Relations and Social Concerns Board have been working on a story-
telling project with a veteran from each war from WWII to present.  
Personal stories and photographs will be shared on the St. John's 
website.  We are looking for veterans of WWII - Europe, Korean War, 
Vietnam War, and the Iraq/Afghanistan conflicts.  If you would like to 
share your story, please contact Kathy Risley at krisley@merr.com.   

This is the start of an ongoing project for the St. John's 
website on vocation and service.  Stay tuned for more details in the 
Sunday bulletins and the monthly Visitor. 



 
Global Health Ministries 

Dear Friends, 
 It’s common in church circles these days to hear debate over 
the merits of “local” versus “global” ministry.  The subject is 
addressed by the Lord in this passage from the prophet Isaiah:   
 

 “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to 
 raise up the tribes of Jacob . . . I will give you as a light 

to the nations, that my salvation should reach to the end  
of the earth.”  Isaiah 49:6 

 

I don’t think that God is saying that mission far away is more 
important than local ministry.  I do think it means that God sees far 
more potential and need for good in us than we may see ourselves.  
Mission “to the end of the earth,” together with our ministry close to 
home, can complete something that is lacking in what we have been 
called and equipped to be for each other in the world. 
 I have been told countless times by our partners overseas and 
the people they serve that just knowing there are people far away 
who are praying for them and sacrificing to support ministries of 
healing for them was enough to sustain them through crisis and trials.  
Imagine the impact made when the gifts themselves born of prayer 
and faith and sacrifice arrive in the forms of supplies and equipment 
and grants and volunteers who serve as channels of God’s gracious 
love for them.  The distance that separates us is closed, and we 
become one people united in Christ. 
 God uses his people to convey his love to the most needy in 
the ways most needed.  The Apostle Paul viewed the church all over 
the world as a body of many members, broken, but growing together 
as each of us contributes our gifts to “build up the body of Christ. . . “  
We may be givers, but by God’s design, in giving we also receive.  
We see signs of this in those returning from mission trips, or in the joy 
of our volunteers serving each day in our shipping warehouse.  I see 
it, too, as I thank you for your gifts, believing that people from the 
ends of the earth have somehow reached you with light to your heart 
and become your brother and sister in the family of God. 
     In Christ’s Service, 
     Rev. Timon Iverson, Exec. Dir. 



Serving in June 
 

Ushers :   8:00 a.m.  9:30 a.m.  
June 5   Don Bohler  Gerald Westphal 
   Vi Bohler  Herb Yanke 
   Bonnie Kehl  Jeff Yanke 
   Keith Kraemer  Beth Yanke 
June 12  Don Bohler  Gerald Westphal 
   Vi Bohler  Herb Yanke 
   Kristin Pape  Katie Yanke 
   Erik Gilbertson Beth Yanke 
June 19  Steve Coy  Aaron Hartman 
   Darin Pape  Herb Yanke 
   Kristin Pape  Jeff Yanke 
   Erik Gilbertson Beth Yanke 
June 26  Don Bohler  Gerald Westphal 
   Vi Bohler  Herb Yanke 
   Bonnie Kehl  Katie Yanke 
   Chad Keller  Beth Yanke 
 
Acolytes : 
June 5   Erik Gilbertson Leah Spurgeon 
   Chad Keller  Renee Ballweg 
June 12  Chad Keller  Adam Ballweg 
   Sam Kreutzmann Ryan Caflisch 
June 19  Leah Spurgeon Adam Ballweg 
   Nick Sailor  Austin Powell 
June 26  Tanner Wideen  Leah Spurgeon 
   Lucas Johnson Ethan Harper 
 
Readers : 
June 5   Sam Kreutzmann Sam Kreutzmann 
June 12  Nancy Kaufman Betsy Carlson 
June 19  Rhonda Bolton Yvonne Brewer 
June 26  Melani Wheeler Marian DeGiovanni 
July 3   Jason Nelson  Matt Bradley 
 
Assisting Ministers :   
June 5   Donna Knickmeyer Donna Knickmeyer 
June 12  Carl Sirotzki  Carl Sirotzki 
June 19  Cassie Bradley Cassie Bradley 
June 26  Garrett Kippley Garrett Kippley 
 



Greeters :   8:00 a.m.  9:30 a.m.  
June 5  (Sanctuary) Marcia Thompson Tom/Gina Varley 
 (Front Doors) Bev/Roger Clason Angie Sorg 
 (Side Doors) Claire/Sylvia Richardson  Cathy/Herb Yanke 
June 12  (Sanctuary) Bob/Josie Fentress Aaron/Becki Braund 
 (Front Doors) Todd/Gina Wyttenbach  John/Debbie Delabarre 
 (Side Doors) Julie Allen  Ed/Ginny Nimmow 
June 19 (Sanctuary) Leah Spurgeon Jordan Powell 
 (Front Doors) Lucas Johnson Lauren Bradbury 
 (Side Doors) Kyle Johnson  Tess Pierce 
June 26 (Sanctuary) Dennis/Bonnie Dederich   Bonnie Kehl 
 (Front Doors) Dan/Jan Baun  Peggy/Curtis Johnson 
 (Side Doors) Doris Lohr  Kevin/Sarah Acker 
 

Nursery Staff :  
June 5   Brooke Herschleb Sydney Peterson 
   Katie Ederer  Hannah Schutt 
June 12  Kaitlynn Pulvermacher  Nick Sailor 
   Keith Kraemer  Trent Anderson 
June 19  Keith Kraemer  Sarah Peterson 
   Trent Anderson Sydney Peterson 
June 26  Lauren Bradbury Gracie Koenig 
   Sarah Peterson Greta Koenig 
 

Communion Assistants : 
June 5   Sam Kreutzmann Leah Spurgeon 
June 12  Marilyn Herschleb Renee Pierce 
June 19  Vi Bohler  Dave Clason 
June 26  Linda Hines   
 

Librarians :  
June 5    Carol Mallon 
June 12   Marcia Thompson 
June 19   Fay Rentmeester 
June 26   Mary Ellen Beich 
 

Coffee Set-Up/Clean-Up : 
June 5    Brooke Herschleb 
June 12   Keith Hines 
June 19   Josh Wheeler 
June 26   Keith Hines 
 

 



Communion Set Up/Clean Up : 
8:00 a.m.  9:30 a.m.  

June 5   Jayne Carlson   
June 12  Katie Ederer  Beth Yanke 
      Deb/Jerry Westphal 
June 19     Paul/Lynn Froehlich 
June 26     Roxann Grinde 
 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
 

The following people were instructed in the Christian faith and 
made public affirmation of their baptism on May 8. 
 

 Miriah Breunig   Alyssa Cass 
 Tyler Ederer   Alexander Fiske 
 Madison Olson  Skyler Richards 
 Bailie Sass   Jeremy Sauer 
 Lindsey Sauer   Trystan Sprecher 
 

 Please keep them and all newly confirmed people in your 
prayers as they prepare to assume greater responsibility in the life 
and mission of St. John’s. 
 

 
Summer Camps 

St. John’s believes Lutheran summer camps such as 
Lutherdale and Sugar Creek are an invaluable experience for our 
children and offer $75 toward the cost of each camper’s registration.  
If you would like to decline this assistance, please speak with one of 
the pastors.  See Jessa Kinnamon if you have any additional 
questions. 
 

 
 Thank you for the card full of autographs and for the Culver’s 
gift card, given on my retirement from Sunday School.  I will always 
remember the children and their excitement for learning about God 
and His love for us. 
     Linda Hines 



 
 

June Sunday School Hero News 
 

 What a wonderful year of Sunday School!  Thank you to all of 
our families who came so faithfully. 
 Please help me in thanking our teachers for this past year.  
They give so much to our students – gifts of time, talents, patience, 
love, laughter, knowledge and the Holy Spirit.  Thank you to:  Melani 
Wheeler, Cassie, Emily and Teresa Bradley, Dale Clason, Joanne 
Kitelinger, Barb Stenner, Joanna Jones, Miranda Jager, Sarah Acker, 
Linda Yanke, Jama Graves, Paige Ederer, Michelle Niesen, Jessa 
Kinnamon, Cathy Yanke, Jeff Yanke, Andrea Chao, Rebekah Kaukl, 
Marge Erlandson, and John Hines.  Also thanks go to our substitutes:  
SueAnn Schwanke, Ali Ballweg, Traci Schutt, Cindy Ladd, Jessica 
Yanke, Jeff Ochsankehl, Tom Graves and Sara Bradley. 
 There are a few openings for teachers or substitutes next 
year.  Please let the office staff know if you are interested. 
 Remember –you are God’s Hero , let Him work in you! 
 

                Sunday School Attendance and Offeri ng 
 

May 1   77   $11.89 
May 8   82     15.72 
May 15  76     22.21 
May 22  78     16.95 

 
 
Vacation Bible School – June 13 – June 16 
 Registration for Vacation Bible School is now closed.   

A few reminders for kids who have already signed up: Kids 
grades 1-5 in the fall are reminded to bring a sack lunch daily.  
Snacks will be provided.  All children and families are invited to the 
Camp Potluck/Show on Thursday, June 16, from 5:30-7:30 p.m.   
 



 
Mount Olympus Trip – June 17 

Middle and high school youth and their families pay $20 each. 
 Sign-Up between or after services on June 5 and 12 , or in the 
church office until June 10.  Payment will be required when signing 
up.  We will leave St. John’s at 9 a.m. and return at 5 p.m.  The cost 
includes lunch.  Please bring a towel, sunscreen and money if you 
wish to purchase extra snacks.  No locker money is needed; we 
always have an adult with all our belongings.  Families are invited to 
follow the bus and enter with our group rate.  Middle and High School 
age kids will need to ride the bus, unless riding with their own parent. 
 

��
Dear Members of St. John’s, 
 Thank you for the generous donation to the scholarship fund!  
I am so happy to be the recipient of the St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Scholarship.  This scholarship will help me as I pursue a degree in 
Occupational Therapy at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. 
 I appreciate your encouragement as I continue my education 
beyond high school. 
     Chelsay Showers 
 

St. John’s provides a $250 scholarship to a graduating high school senior entering a 
human service field. 
 

 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 

St. John’s will have a blessing of prayer shawls in early 
summer.  If you have any prayer shawls done, please bring your 
finished ones to the office in the next couple of months.   

The Prayer Shawl Ministry has touched many lives in our 
congregation.  If you knit or crochet, easy directions for prayer shawls 
are on the kiosk.  If you have any questions, contact Bev Clason at 
544-2101. 
 
St. John’s has given 35 prayer shawls to people since the ministry began in 2007.  
The shawls are made by people who pray while they knit or crochet and are meant to 
serve as an expression of our regard for all who long for God’s warm embrace.  



High School Youth Ministry 

 
 

Upcoming High School Events 
·  June 2 - River Valley Graduation 
·  June 3 – Sauk Prairie Graduation 
·  June 5 – Lodi Graduation 
·  June 11-18 – Mississippi Mission Trip 
·  June 17 – Mt. Olympus, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
·  July 29-30 – Lock-In  

 

Upcoming Middle School Events 
·  June 17 – Mt. Olympus, 9:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
·  July 29-30 – Lock-In 

 

 
Summer Movies – Tuesdays beginning June 21 
 Grade School movies will begin at 1:30 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall or Youth Room.  Children kindergarten and older can be dropped 
off and picked back up at 3 p.m.  Popcorn will be served. 
 
  June 21 – Cars (in preparation for Cars 2!)  

– In Youth Room 
  June 28 – Gnomeo and Juliet 
  July 5 – Yogi Bear 
  July 12 – Megamind 
  July 19 – Rango 
  July 26 – Secret of Nimh 
  August 2 – Toy Story 3 
  August 9 – Alpha & Omega 
  August 16 – Despicable Me  
 

 
Looking at College? 
 Why not look at a Lutheran college?  Go to the web site  
www.lutherancolleges.org for more information. 



 
 

St. John’s  Pool Party – June 12 – 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
 Join the Sugar Creek Staff at our local outdoor pool for a pool 
party on June 12.  All kids are welcome to come swim, participation in 
Vacation Bible School is not required.   As always, friends are 
encouraged to attend.  Parents are asked to stay with kids younger 
than 3rd grade.  Cost – Free! 
 

 
Dear Members of St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
 On behalf of the Sauk Prairie School Board, I would like to 
thank you for the generous donation of $500 to the Sauk Prairie 
School District.  The School Board officially accepted the donation at 
their regular meeting on May 9, 2011. As requested, the funds will be 
used to meet the needs of At-Risk students and their families 
especially the homeless. 
 It is community support like yours that makes it possible for 
our schools to provide a little extra for our students and families.  
Thank you! 
     Craig Bender 
     Superintendent 
 
New Member Reception 
 We will celebrate the addition of new members to our 
congregation at a pie fellowship following the 9:30 service on 
Sunday, June 26.  If you are able to contribute one or two pies, 
please add your name to the signup sheet on the kiosk. 
 

Rath Memorial 
 Memorial monies given to the Rath Memorial are going to be 
used by Carl Sirotzki as he will attend Wartburg Seminary this fall.  
The Rath Memorial was established in 1968 in memory of Pastor 
David Rath (1929-1943).  The memorial monies are intended to 
provide assistance to any member of  St. John’s entering the 
seminary for ordination. 



 
 
 

 
 Are you interested in learning to bake bread for communion?  
Volunteers from St. John’s intend to start a monthly bread making 
group.  If you are interested or would like more information, contact 
the church office.   



     
 

Happy June Birthdays 
 

Our Youngest: 
 

 Liam Hart    9 Tori Breunig     16 
 Alyssa Himebauch 16 Michael Jolicoeur    16 
 Braylin Breunig 19 Jameson Tepe    20 
 Deklan Sullivan 25  
 

Our Sunday School Students: 
 

 Kya Pickarts    1 Adam Kaukl       3 
 Jacob Lins    6 Corbin Potter       7 
 Cora Dunnum    7 Cole Douglas       8 
 Jace Elsing    9 Brandon Breunig    11 
 Amelia Harper  15 Zachary Guentherman 16 
 Dylan Quayle  16 Leah Froehlich    17 
 Alia Schlimgen 20 Kolton Finarty     20 
 Dominick Desso 20 Amelia Breunig    22 
 Brody Ballweg  22 Dominick Potter    26 
 Wesley Himebauch 29 Jenna Pistono     29 
 Olivia Wiese  30  

 

Our Youth: 
 

 Jackson Sailor    3 Tim Garmon       5 
 Lauryn Froehlich 12 Tyler Ederer     14 
 Gracie Koenig  14 Tyler King     16 
 Emily Sauer  21 Kirstin Carter     22 
 Mikayla Wheeler 25 Lauren Kraemer    26 
 

College and Career-age Young People: 
 

 Richard Metcalf    1 Mitchell Sprecher      2 
  Cydney Kaufman   2 Mitch Crawford      3 
 Ashley Jean Meyer   4 Tyler Loether       9 
 Brooke Larson    9 Brian Elvert     13 
 William Gorsuch 20 Taylor Wixom     25 

Annie Carlson  27 Trevor Ziegler     27 
Austin Nolden  29 

 
 



Christmas in Summer for Children in Thiotte, Haiti 
 St. John’s again will partner with our friends at St. Cecilia’s in 
Wisconsin Dells to send gift boxes of items to children in Haiti this 
summer.  The deadline for gifts is August 10 . We will use Sunday 
fellowship time to pack decorated boxes with gifts.  Please bring your 
presents to the Christmas tree in the gathering area.  The charge for 
shipping boxes increased from $5 to $8 each because our previous 
shipper lost its Port au Prince warehouse in the earthquake last year 
and the new shipper charges more. 
 

Suggested Gifts 
 

Toys:   Small cars, balls, balloons, inflatable toys, punch balls, dolls, 
stuffed animals, plastic kazoos, recorders, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump 
ropes, small Etch A Sketch®, small jigsaw puzzles, deck of playing 
cards (remember they speak French, so games that rely on the 
English language should be avoided), sunglasses, slinky®, jacks, 
small books in French, picture books, alphabet books, etc. 
 

Electronic items:  (remember to include extra batte ries) small 
am/fm radios, flashlight, small toys that light up or make noise. 
 

School supplies:   pens, pencils, colored pencils and sharpener, 
markers, stamps and ink pad sets, coloring books, writing pads or 
paper, solar calculators, math flash cards, alphabet flash cards, etc. 
 

Hygiene items:  toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, comb, washcloth, etc. 
 

Other:   ball caps, toy jewelry, hair-clips, watches, etc. 
 

Do Not Include:  
X – Used items 
X – War related toys (guns, knives, etc.) 
X – Chocolate or perishable food  
X – Liquids:  shampoo, lotion, bubbles  
X – Medicines:  vitamins, cough drops etc. 
X – Breakable items:  mirrors, China dolls, snow globes, etc. 
 

How to Pack Your Gift Box 
 

1.    Find an empty shoebox.  You can wrap it - lid separately. 
2.    Fill out a label for a girl, boy, or either and an age range.   
3.    Tape it on the top of your box. 
4.    Fill the box with a variety of gifts using the list above as a guide.   
5.  IMPORTANT:  Please enclose a check for $8.00 or more in an 
envelope and put it inside your box to help cover shipping costs.  
Checks should be made payable to:  “St. John’s - Haiti - Christmas 
Boxes”.    Multiple boxes may be paid for with one check ($8.00 
each).  Place a rubber band around box/lid and drop off at St. John’s. 

 



A Puzzle from the April 2011 Lutheran World Relief Ne ws 
 

 
 
Facebook Page Continues to Grow 

Did you know that we have a Facebook Page? Go to 
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/pages/St-Johns-Lutheran-
Church-Sauk-Prairie/146911752039371 and ‘like’ the page.   



 

 
Lutheran World Relief Health Kits 
 The women’s Lutheran World Relief congregational project for 
2011 is health kits.  We will collect hand towels and wash cloths in 
June.  They may be placed in the plastic bin in the cloakroom. 
 

 
Parish Planning Council Members: 
Executive Director  Lea Culver  643-3946 
Assistant Exec Director Alan Hines  393-3881 
Secretary   Audrey Luetscher 643-2328 
Treasurer   Lynn Froehlich 592-2142 
Evangelism Board  Jackie Frosch  643-4253 
Fellowship Board  Dianne Effinger 643-4293 
Lay Ministry Board  Linda Lorenz  370-1561 
Member at Large  Dale Haroldson 643-4795 
Member at Large  Nancy Passehl 643-3008 
Parish Education Board Traci Schutt  643-5303 
Properties Board  Jerry Kaufman  544-4322 
PR and Social Concerns Kathi Risley  643-6892 
Stewardship Board  Dave Sisbach  643-8609 
Women of the ELCA  Kathy Lester  643-4145 
Youth Board   Kim Fiske  644-1110 
 

The Staff: 
Pastors: Fred Rilling    fred@stjohnssaukprairie.org    644-1359 (h) 
              Sally Williams sally@stjohnssaukprairie.org  643-7810(h) 
Office:   Mary Ellen Beich maryellen@stjohnssaukprairie.org   
              643-4265 (h) 

  Linda Hines  linda@stjohnssaukprairie.org   544-2409 (h) 
Youth-Education:  Jessa Kinnamon  jessa@stjohnssaukprairie.org 

  643-8262 (h) 
Director of Music:  Connie Burton  connie@stjohnssaukprairie.org  

  355-7908(h) 
Custodian:  Linda Hines 
St. John’s Lutheran Church:  643-2439 (phone), 643-2430 (fax) 
              www.stjohnssaukprairie.org 
Mission Statement:  Christ, our strength and refuge, calling us to serve 



 

 
 
 


