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Dear Sisters and Brothers,

February 17 is Ash Wednesday, the day we place ashes on
our foreheads as an external mark of penance. It also begins the
forty day period we call Lent, a time of preparation for the Easter
Season. The forty days recalls the fast of Jesus in the wilderness
after his baptism and Moses' 40 day fast on Mount Sinai.

The practice of fasting in the Bible does not mean abstaining
from eating all food but rather the practice of restricting one’s diet.
For instance, in the first century, the practice of eating fish rather than
meat was seen as fasting. This restriction helped people to identify
with the poor since meat was viewed as a rich person’s food and fish
was seen as food of the poor.

The notion that fasting is simply a time to refrain from eating
certain foods is also a limited understanding of fasting. During a fast
one is also to engage in prayer and service, thus replacing the
reduction of activity with an additional activity. Thus one could say
that fasting is a two part process, a reduction in one area coupled
with an addition in another area. Let me suggest one such addition.




During Lent | encourage you to not only worship on Sundays
and Wednesdays, but as part of the spiritual discipline of fasting, to
join with our congregation in the ‘addition’ of reading through our daily
lectionary. The lectionary is a selection of texts prepared for each
day of the week and is laid out over a three-year cycle (A, B, C). You
can find the entire lectionary located on page 1121 of our ELW. The
Lenten section of our lectionary is included in this month’s Visitor.
Our mid-week services will be based on the Bible texts from the
Wednesday readings of year C (page 1145, ELW).

During this season of Lent | encourage you to consider the
spiritual discipline of fasting and as you look for an additional activity,
| encourage you to read the daily lectionary texts. In doing so | hope
that you may find your Lenten journey be one where you are drawn
closer to your brothers and sisters in need and to the Word made
flesh.

Shalom,

F@@ -
DRIVE A :
Food Pantry Sunday is February 14. Food, paper products
and cleaning supplies may be brought to the table in the gathering
area. These items are distributed to many families in the Sauk Prairie

community. Because of the demand over the holidays, the food
pantry needs everything.  They would especially welcome:

Tuna Canned vegetables
Canned fruit Soups

Pork and beans Macaroni and cheese
Pasta Pasta sauce

Keep this list handy as you do your grocery shopping during
the next few weeks.

Many parishioners find it easier to bring the items to the gathering
area of the church at other times during the month. We appreciate the
donations at any time.
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Reading Aloud As a Blessing and Tool

As we all know, reading aloud to your children is very
important. Reading aloud to children helps them learn sentence
patterns and countless new words. However, not all parents know
that listening comprehension usually goes far beyond reading
comprehension. By reading to your children you are actually opening
doors that they could not open for themselves. These doors are not
limited to action and adventure, but also lead to pathways to learning
values like honesty, integrity and compassion.

Reading aloud is an act of love, intimacy and bonding.
Children feel so close and secure being red to. When children see
you put down your ‘grown up’ work in order to pick up a book and
read their favorite story, it affirms them in a remarkable way. It sends
a clear message not only of what is important, but who is important.

St. John’s librarians are expert in helping parents find books to
read aloud to their children. Stop in and talk to one soon.

New Members
Please greet the following people when you meet them and
show them that St. John’s is a welcoming and caring community.
We welcomed the following new members on January 17:

Abbey Ballweg Matt Ballweg

Joe Chenoweth Alice Chenoweth
Bill DuFour Renee DuFour
Delaney DuFour Jerry Extrovich
Sandra Frey Emily Patterson
Paige Pickerts Tom Smith
Marilyn Smith Lyle Sprecher
Derek Sullivan Stephanie Sullivan
Deklan Sullivan Bill Wenzel

Verna Wenzel



Women of the Church News

Hannah Circle: Tuesday, February 2 at 9:15 a.m. at Q
St. John’s Library. Childcare is provided. =
Lydia Circle: Thursday, February 11 at1 p.m. at =

Lillian Zick’s, 200 Webster Ave, Apt 13, SC

Martha Circle: Thursday, February 4 at 9 a.m. at St. John’s Library.
Barb Salveson is hostess.

Mary-Miriam Circle: Tuesday, February 2 at 1 p.m. at St. John’s
Library

Ruth Circle: Monday, February 8 at 7 p.m. at Carolyn Gilbertson'’s,
W14410 Vista View Ct., PdS

Sarah Circle: Thursday, February 4 at 1:30 p.m. at Maplewood
Village, 1425 Hemlock St., PdS

Twenty-one women attended the Joint Circle meeting on
Thursday, January 14. Pastor Sally Mitchell led the Bible study To
God'’s Beloved: Paul’s Letter to the Romans: “Nothing Can Separate
Us.” Those who attended may appreciate this follow up. When
Pastor Mitchell was asked later about the conclusion to her study, she
cited Romans 8:31-39.

“This paragraph sums up with a flourish the import of
argument from the first chapter and ends on a triumphant
note.” (Harper Collins Study Bible) We continuously fill our
lives with ways of the flesh; all of those things that draw us
away from God and away from one another. Our lives are
filled with groaning and sorrow and sin. And Jesus takes it all
on. Jesus takes it all on, so that nothing can separate us from
the love of God through Christ our Lord. That is always the
response to our temptations, to our bad decisions, and to our
sin: all of those things that lead to death.

God’s response is Christ. “For | am convinced that neither
death nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” And for that we can
truly say thanks be to God.

We enjoyed very good Christmas cookies and an apple pie, coffee,
and tea. Kathy Lester summarized the financial report for the year
2009. We were able to make some impressive donations for very
worthy causes during 2009, including supplies for the St. John’s
Quilters, Oakwood, Katie's Fund, pennies for the WELCA convention,
Hope House, Homeless Haven, and Thank Offering money to the




synod. Eunice Yanke was busy sending sympathy cards, get-well
cards and various congratulatory cards.

At this meeting we also remembered St. John’s members and
friends who died during the calendar year 2009 with an impressive
candle lighting service.

Bob Rentmeester
John Lund

Mabel Ganser
Donald “Butch” Wenger
Florence Ganser
Tony Waldinger
Marshall Dresser
Harley Boetcher
Florence Fruehling
Charles “Chuck” Holl
Sheldon Prellwitz
Richard McKee
Jeanne Matthews
Verna Gorder

A candle also was lit for Ben Larson, Marilyn Larson’s grandson. He
was a student at Wartburg Seminary and we had just learned that he
died in the tragic earthquake in Haiti.

Hannah Circle and Ruth Circle met at their regular times in
January with 11 members attending.

In February the Bible study will be led by Keri Coffman-
Thiede, Loretta Landerman, Yvonne Brewer, Pat Sweet and Jeannine
Robertson. We will choose Prayer Partners in February.

Martha Circle visited Special Friends in January. Ruth Circle
will visit them in February.

We will collect tooth brushes and nail clippers with a file
attached for the Lutheran World Relief congregational project .

The Bible study leader’'s meeting for March will be at 9 a.m. on
February 23.

Remember: The Visitor contains prayers for each Monday at
noon and a Prayer for Peace to be read on the 20™ of the month.

Lenten Wednesday Readings

Feb 24 Satan Enters Judas Luke 21: 34-22:6
March 3 The Narrow Door Luke 13:22-31
March 10 4" and 5™ Commandments Luke 13:18-34
March 17 Jesus Feeds 5000 Luke 15: 1-3, 11b-32

March 24 Jesus Foretells his Death Luke 18: 31-34



rant !
Dear St. John'’s,

On behalf of the Help Excite Little People (H.E.L.P.) Project,
heartfelt thanks for your involvement. We greatly appreciate the
generous donations that you shared. Fifty adults selected toys and
items for teens on the day of our distribution.

Many thanks for making the holidays happier for Sauk Prairie
families. God’s blessings to you in 2010.

With thanks and respect,
Margaret McFarlane
H.E.L.P. Coordinator,
First United Church of Christ

ThanRk
You!
Dear St. John's,
On behalf of Sauk Prairie River PALS, | want to thank you for
allowing us to use the Fellowship Hall for our annual meeting. It is
such a great space to meet.

&

Memorial monies given in memory of Ruth Culver will be used
for scholarships for team members on the next trip to Thiotte of the
Haiti Medical Mission.

Our congregation is grateful when families honor their loved
ones by answering a need of our church.

SPEECIAL PRAYER== ...

We invite you to pray for peace on the 20" day of each month.
On February 20, please repeat the following prayer:

Kathi Risley

God of mercy and compassion, of grace and reconciliation,
pour your power upon all your children in the Middle East: Jews,
Muslims and Christians, Palestinians and Israelis. Let hatred be
turned into love, fear to trust, despair to hope, oppression to freedom,
occupation to liberation, that violent encounters may be replaced by
loving embraces, and peace and justice could be experienced by all.

Amen.
The Reverend Said Ailabouni, Senior Pastor
Grace Lutheran Church, LaGrange, IL
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February 14 Is Quilter’s Celebration
Sometime during the next month our quilting group will have
cut, assembled, tied and sewn their 15,000" quilt. We are going to
acknowledge this milestone on Sunday, February 14 in several ways.
First we are asking that members of our congregation who
have received a baptism quilt to bring them that Sunday and join in a
quilt procession at the beginning of each service. St. John’s Quilters
have been giving out baptism quilts since December of 1998.
Second, we are asking that members of our congregation
bring gifts of material, sheets, old clothes or money. We will bring
them up during the offering. The Sunday prior we will have done our
‘noisy’ offering (coins collected for world hunger), this will be a ‘quiet’
offering of cloth and paper money.
Finally we ask that you join in for a time of fellowship between
services and acknowledge how Christ is made known in this amazing
ministry. Please join us.

End of Year Budget Update

Thank you for your generous response to our request for end
of the year gifts. Your response generated a record December
offering and that generosity reduced our deficit from $44,000 at the
end of November to $30,000 at the end of December.

We are thankful for your response and as a way to keep you
abreast of our current finances we will post our monthly income and
expense totals in 2010.

Website Continues To Grow

Check out our church website (www.stjohnssaukprairie.org).
While it is still ‘under construction,’ the front page is full of interesting
and current information on our church. Thanks to Kathi Risley for her
work at maintaining and adding to the site! You can contact Kathi if
you would like to help. Her email is on the bottom of the site.



PASTOR'S NOTES

Dear Friends in Christ,

“Each year during the Souper Bowl of Caring, youth groups
across the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America creatively and
enthusiastically lead their congregations to respond to Jesus' call to
‘Go and do likewise.” Each year the ELCA World Hunger Appeal
gratefully receives many donations from Souper Bowl collections to
serve hungry neighbors around the corner and around the world.
| thank God for these servant leaders and ask for God's blessings on
all who give and receive through the Souper Bowl of Caring.”

- The Rev. Mark S. Hanson, Presiding Bishop Evangelical

Lutheran Church in America

Our youth are also taking part of the fight to end world hunger.
They will take a special “noisy” offering during worship on Sunday,
February 7, or in other words, a loose change offering. We invite you
to drop $1 (or more) in the soup pot. You are also encouraged to
bring non-perishable food items that will be collected during worship
on that day.

If you are unable to participate in this year's Souper Bowl
Sunday, we invite you to check out our “Feed the Animals” challenge
that is posted in the Fellowship Hall. All proceeds for this also go to
World Hunger. Contact the church office for more information.

Please join our youth as they come together with people all
across the world to end world hunger.

Peace,

MW&

Lenten/Easter Schedule of Services

Ash Wednesday February 17 — 1:00 and 6:30 p.m.

Lenten services February 24, March 3, 10, 17, and 24 -
1:00 and 6:30 p.m.

Palm/Passion Sunday March 28 — 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.

Maundy Thursday April 1 —1:00 and 6:30 p.m.

Good Friday April 2 —1:00 and 6:30 p.m.

Easter Sunday April 4 —6:30, 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.



Women'’s Book Club

We will meet on Tuesday, February 23 at 10 a.m. in the
church library and 6:30 p.m. at the Blue Spoon. Our book for
February is Have a Little Faith by Mitch Albom. We are always happy
to have new women join us! Please see Pastor Mitchell for more

ik

Cards for College Age Youth and Service People

We have cards and address labels in our gathering area so
you can send notes of encouragement to our young people who have
recently graduated from high school. Some of them are at school,
some are working, some have joined a branch of the armed services
and others are still finding their way. We encourage you to take a
card, write a note of encouragement and put a label on from the table.
We will put stamps on them and mail them out.

If you know of someone who is a member and their name is
not listed, this means we do not know their current address. If you
have updated information for these young people, please contact the
church office.

First Communion Instruction

First Communion instruction will be March 16 from 6-7 p.m.
Letters will be sent to 5™ grade parents, but younger children as well
as adults are also invited. If you would like to explore the possibilities
of first communion for your children, no matter what their age, please
sign up by calling the church office.

Taking the class does not obligate anyone to begin
communing nor is it a requirement for communion. The class is
simply a time to explore what this gift of God might mean for you.

Please contact the church office if you will be attending this
meeting.




Lenten Soup and Sandwich Lunches

Beginning on Ash Wednesday and continuing through the
Wednesdays in Lent, St. John’s will offer soup and sandwiches for $1
at noon. Come and join your friends and neighbors for this wonderful
opportunity for fellowship. Ash Wednesday and Lenten worship
services begin at 1:00 p.m.

Speakers at St. John's

We invite everyone to attend the fellowship hour discussion of
adoptions with Laura Nedeau-Owen on February 21. Laura works for
Children’s Service Society of Wisconsin as a contract worker for Sauk
County. Join us to hear her talk about international adoption, private
agency adoption, adoption through foster care, adoption through the
Adoption Resources of Wisconsin, through special needs adoption
and about adoption through private avenues.

Joan Guhrke of First Lutheran in Lodi will be here during the
fellowship hour on February 28 to talk about LAMP, a 40 year-old
cross-cultural ministry sharing the love of Jesus Christ with people in
remote areas of northern Canada. Joan has taught Vacation Bible
School during the summer in the LAMP program.

Newsletter and Weekly Bulletins Available by Email

If you are absent from worship, but would like to keep up with
the scripture verses and announcements, you may stop at the
brochure rack in the gathering area and pick up last Sunday'’s bulletin.
Our weekly bulletins and the Visitor are also available online as email

attachments. Contact Mary Ellen at mebeich2@hotmail.com or Linda
at Ikhines@hotmail.com or go online to stjohnssaukprairie.org.



Sunday School News for February

Congratulations to our 3" grade class for collecting $35 to
feed our World Hunger animals! Awesome! Pre-K collected $15, 4t
grade had $5 and Kindergarten added $5. Way to go everyone! Our
challenge to fill up the wall with food for the animals (and World
Hunger) continues until the end of Sunday School. Keep the animals
in mind!

February is a busy, exciting month! The Souper Bowl is
February 7 and we will collect our NOISY offering. Bring all your
coins to drop into the giant soup pots during Singspiration or during
one of the worship services. Let's make a lot of noise!

February 14 we will have a WINTER CARNIVAL during the
Sunday School hour. Our high school group, AGOY, will have
games, face-painting and treats for all in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15.
Bring the whole family for the fun!

February 14 is also a special day for St. John’s Quilters. The
church will honor our quilters for making 15,000 quilts! We will have
special treats at fellowship time and everyone will bring a piece of
cloth for the women to make into quilts. Pick out your favorite color,
bring a yard or two of cloth, and see what can be made from it!

February 17 is Ash Wednesday. Come to church at 1:00 or
6:30 and get the mark of the cross in ashes on your forehead. Ash
Wednesday is the beginning of Lent. We will collect pennies for
Project Linus throughout Lent this year. Be sure to come to Sunday
School to get your collection can!

Are you thinking about summer yet? Mark your calendars
now for Summer Day Camp (Vacation Bible School) with Sugar
Creek. They will be here June 14-17. Watch for registration forms in
April.

Keep Jesus as your guide!

Linda Hines
Sunday School Superintendent
Sunday School Attendance Offering
January 3 42 $16.45
January 10 85 $21.80
January 17 71 $24.27

January 24 86 $20.92



With Sincere Sympathy
Our condolences go to several members of our family of faith
this month:

Glenn and Marilyn Herschleb on the death of Glenn’s brother
Richard

LaVonne and Raydean Knuth, Sue and Larry Hitchcock, Craig
Hitchcock, and Becky Hitchcock and family on the death of
LaVonne’s brother, Don Frommung.

Marilyn Larson on the death of her grandson, Ben Larson, in Haiti
Steve Udelhofen and his family on the death of his wife, Tina.
Jama and Tom Graves and their family on the death of Jama’s
mother, Shirley Erstad.

This program at St. John’s is an exciting social opportunity for
seniors (55 and older) to get together for refreshments,
entertainment, guest speakers, music, games and many other
activities. OWLS is not limited to members of St. John’s, but is open
to the community. If you have friends who are interested in new
activities or want to meet new people, feel free to invite them. Talk to
Dale Haroldson (643-4795) or Roger Clason (544-2101) if you have
guestions.

Look for more details on upcoming events in Sunday bulletins.

Ecumenical Lenten Services

We will again join our brothers and sisters from First United
Church of Christ, First Presbyterian Church, Concordia United
Methodist, St. John Lutheran Church in Leland and Zion Lutheran in
Westfield, and Bethlehem United Methodist in Blackhawk for Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday services here at St. John’s.



Hospice and Midwife Kits

St. John’s collaborates with Global Health Missions to provide
hospice and midwife kits to needy people in countries throughout the
world. We have pledged to send 150 of each kind of kit to the Synod
Assembly in June. Please help contribute the following supplies:

Materials for Hospice Kits

New or gently used:
1 regular size bath towel
1 wash cloth
New items:
1 bath size bar of hand soap (wrapped)
1 toothbrush
1 tube tooth paste, medium or large (or two small sample sizes)
1 "pick” comb
1 nail clipper
6 Band-Aids
1 jar or tube of petroleum jelly
1 pair heavy duty household gloves (kitchen type) size: medium
1 small devotional booklet such as Portals of Prayer or Christ in our
Home (does not have to be current issue).

Wrap everything inside the bath towel and place this and a card labeled
Hospice Kit inside a 2-gallon Ziploc bag. Squeeze the air out of the bag
before sealing it.

Materials for Midwife Kits
(Please use new or clean used items in good condition)

2 cord ties: 8" narrow lengths of selvage, 1/4" twill tape or heavy
white knit/crochet cotton

1 razor blade (single-edge, safety-wrapped), may be purchased at a
home improvement store

1 regular size bath towel

1 36" square muslin or sheeting

1 wash cloth (thin)

1 bath size bar Ivory soap

1 newborn stocking cap (keep hand-knit ones very small)

1 small cotton-blend or flannel shirt (to waist only as the babies do
not wear diapers)

1 receiving blanket

1 pair plastic or latex gloves (clean, not sterile), NO kitchen gloves

Place the cord ties and razor blade inside a small Ziploc bag. Wrap
everything else inside the bath towel and place this, the small Ziploc bag,
and a card labeled Midwife Kit inside a 2-gallon Ziploc bag. Squeeze the
air out of the bag before sealing it.



Ushers :
February 7

February 14

February 21

February 28

Acolytes :
February 7

February 14

Serving in February

8:00 a.m.

Bryce Lauer
Nadine Lauer
Claire Richardson
Sylvia Richardson

10:30 a.m.

Dan Baun

Bob Straub
Marilyn Straub
Stephen Dittberner

Kaitlynn Pulvermacher

Nathan Lovell
Claire Richardson
Sylvia Richardson
Jim Balfanz

Claire Richardson
Sylvia Richardson
Tyler Ederer
Nathan Lovell

Claire Richardson
Sylvia Richardson
Jim Balfanz

8:00 a.m.

Tyler Ederer
Skyler Richards
Jeremy Sauer
Ethan Harper

Ash Wednesday, February 17
Renee Ballweg, Alex Statz

6:30 p.m.

February 21

Emily Bradley
Teresa Bradley

Wednesday , February 24

6:30 p.m.

February 28

Readers:
February 7
February 14
February 21
February 28

Dan Baun

Bob Straub

Marilyn Straub
Stephen Dittberner
Dan Baun

Bob Straub

Marilyn Straub
Stephen Dittberner
Skyler Richards
Kim Helms

Dan Baun

Bob Straub

Marilyn Straub
Stephen Dittberner

10:30 a.m.
Chris Chrisler
Beth Yanke
Alex Fiske
Alex Statz

Josh Wheeler
Caleb Sisbach

Renee Ballweg, Tyler Ederer

Greta Koenig
Ethan Harper

8:00 a.m.
Jason Nelson
Diane Slotty
David Kaul
Dan Baun

Anna Meyer
Matt Ballweg

10:30 a.m.

Garrett Kippley
Sue Ann Schwanke
Jerry Extrovich
Tom Schneller



Librarians :
February 7
February 14
February 21
February 28

Cantors :
February 7
February 14
February 21
February 28

Eldoris Lovell, Barbara Salveson
Marilyn Larson, Mike Marquardt

Carol Mallon, Maren Andersen-Boerger
Fay Rentmeester, Mary Weeks

Kids of the Kingdom Janet Koenig

Kathy/Jeff Ochsankehl Bill/Connie Burton
Kids of the Kingdom Melani/Mikayla Wheeler
Kathy Roberg Senior Choir

Coffee Set-Up/Clean-Up :

February 7

February 14
February 21
February 28

Greeters :

February 7
(Sanctuary Doors)
(Front Doors)
(Side Doors)

February 14 (Sanct)

(Front Drs)
(Side Drs)
February 21 (Sanct)
(Front Drs)
(Side Drs)
February 28 (Sanct)
(Front Drs)
(Side Drs)

Nursery Staff :_
February 7

February 14
February 21

February 28

Luke Tilkins, Greta Koenig
Keith Hines, Chris Chrisler
Trent Anderson, Katie Vieth

Keith Hines

8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.

Karen Bader Jana/Glenn Bever
Roger/Bev Clason  Larry/Mary Halweg
Rhonda Olson Tom/Ruth Kaufman
Dan/Jan Baun Hope/Matt Miller

Bob/Dede Egan
Cliff/Cindy Thompson Yvonne Brewer

Keith Hines Hailey Coy

Jared Holl Lindsey Sauer

Katie Vieth Kris Helms

Julie Allen Frank/Dorothy Campbell

Audrey Kunstman Tom and Lisa Sauer

8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.
Lindsey Sauer Kim Helms
Miriah Breunig Josh Wheeler
Trent Anderson Hailey Coy

Grant Schlimgen Makayla Sagami
Kaitlynn Pulvermacher Grant Schlimgen
Keith Kraemer Luke Tilkens
Jeremy Sauer Hailey Coy

Keith Kraemer Renee Ballweg



Communion Set Up/Clean Up :

February 7

February 14

8:00 a.m.
Darlene Holl
Diane Williams

Teresa Bradley

Darlene Holl
Diane Williams

Ash Wednesday , February 17

1:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
February 21

February 28

Linda Hines

10:30 a.m.
Donna Knickmeyer

Lynn and Paul Froehlich

Marilyn Herschleb

Marcia Thompson

Jared Holl

Michela Breunig

Miriah Breunig
Dawn Breunig
Bryce Lauer

Nadine Lauer

Communion Assistants

February 7
February 14
February 21

February 28

Palm Sunday Brunch in Planning Stage

8:00 a.m.
Carson Lauer
Cassie Bradley
Scott Schutt
Judy Lamberty
Traci Schutt
Jayne Carlson
Doug Nelson
Donna Nelson

Caleb Sisbach
Kim Sisbach

Deb Westphal

10:30 a.m.

Jack Sailor

Garrett Kippley

Scott Pistono

Deb Westphal
Teresa Ellerman

Barb Salveson
Ashley Nedeau-Owen
Laura Nedeau-Owen

We are ready to start with committees and plans for our
annual Palm Sunday brunch on March 28. Be sure to look for the
sign-up sheet on the kiosk and add your name in the volunteer area if
you are able. If you have questions or need more information,
contact Dianne Effinger at 643-4293.



Help Make Hunger a Memory

St. John’s continues its campaign to end world hunger by
memorializing contributions. For each $5 donation, you may note that
this gift is in memory or in honor of a particular person or occasion. A
monthly list of designees will be included in the Visitor and will appear
with the animals on the wall in the Fellowship Hall.

You may enclose your donation in an envelope located in the
small racks on the back of the pews or in an envelope from home.
Just mark World Hunger on the front. Be sure to include your name
so we can keep track of these contributions for year-end statements.
Join us as we work together to end world hunger.

We received the following donations recently:

Elaine Sprecher 5
Dan and Janis Baun 2
Nelson Kids honor Bob and Almay 4
Violet Pfaff honors library workers 5
Julie Allen in honor of Mert 3
Gwen Ringelstetter 3
Marcia Thompson in memory of Dan 1
Lee Ann Goelz in memory of her parents 1
Ruth Dresser 4
Glenn and Marilyn Herschleb in memory

of Richard Herschleb 4
Tony and Marian DeGiovanni in honor of

Pastor Fred and Pastor Sally 40
Julie Allen in honor of Charlie 3
Julie Allen in honor of Neva 3

We Need Towels!

Since Pastor Rilling challenged St. John’s to assemble 150
midwife kits and 150 hospice kits by the first week in May, volunteers
are working diligently to accomplish this task. They need materials to
continue, especially new or gently used bath towels, fingernail
clippers, tooth paste, kitchen gloves and petroleum jelly. If you can
help, leave your donations in the plastic bin in the cloak room.



Volunteer with the Messengers

St. John’s has a women'’s choir called The Messengers that
sings at a St. John’s funeral upon request. For women who would
like to sing with The Messengers, we welcome you! We do not have
scheduled rehearsals. When new music is chosen, we have a
special rehearsal; otherwise, we rehearse on the day of the funeral
prior to the service.

If you are interested in joining The Messengers, please
contact Delores Staff at 643-5203.

Lenten Offering

Keep a look out for our Lenten quarter folders. Your quarters
along with the other Wednesday Lenten offerings will again support
worthy local and global ministries. This year the Stewardship Board
has chosen recipients to be:

The Sauk Prairie School District’'s homeless program
The Good Neighbor Clinic (local free clinic)
Raymond Parish (for medicine)

The Haiti Medical Mission of Wisconsin

UW Madison Campus Ministry

Bethel Lutheran Church in Madison - TV ministry

Please give generously so all may know God’s love.

Kitchen Work Day

We are looking for volunteers on Tuesday, February 2 from 2:30 —
5:00 p.m. for anyone who can help get our kitchen cleaned. This will
involve each person taking a cabinet or two, a couple of drawers, or
polishing a stainless sink or a counter area.

Look for a sign-up sheet on the kiosk in the gathering area. We
can use your assistance, even if it is only for an hour or so. Come
and join the fun.

If you cannot come on this date, help is needed all year long.
Contact Fellowship Chair Dianne Effinger at 643-4293 if you have
guestions.



Thank you for the many prayers, cards, flowers, visits and
phone calls while | was in the hospital and nursing home, and since
returning home. Also, | have so appreciated and enjoyed the food
brought in. Thank you, Pastors Sally and Fred, for faithfully calling on
me offering kind words and prayers.

Helen Stieve

Notice of Special Event

We will honor our Quilters with a reception of their favorite
foods on February 14. Please sign up on the kiosk if you can help
with snacks or as a volunteer.

Birthday Greetings

We hope you take a moment to send greetings to the
following people who have birthdays in February. The date is in
parentheses.

Frieda Waldinger (2) Lucile Tanneberg (14)
S10197 Skunk Valley Rd Maplewood of Sauk Prairie
Sauk City, WI 53583 245 Sycamore St

Sauk City, WI 53583

We Need Towels!

Each midwife kit and each hospice kit needs 1 new or gently
used bath towel. We have pledged to make 150 of each by the end
of April. Please help us help Global Health Ministries by leaving your
donation in the plastic box in the cloak room.

We also especially need receiving blankets, fingernail
clippers, tooth paste, kitchen gloves and petroleum jelly.



St. John’s reports many of the names of our hospitalized and
recently discharged members in the monthly newsletter. We include
only those who have given us permission to print their names. You
may send cards or telephone them and pray for their improved health.

Hospitalized/Recently Discharged
Kris Helms  Ainsley Apel  Viola Grunewald

On behalf of the family of Jeanne Matthew, | would like to
thank Pastor Sally, Connie Burton, Delores Staff and the Messengers
for the beautiful service for our mother and grandmother.

| would also like to thank the many people of St. John’s who
sent cards of sympathy. You brought us comfort during a difficult
time.

In God’s Peace,
Kathi Matthews Risley

World Hunger

The white picket fence surrounding our Fellowship Hall and
the animals within help us raise money for world hunger. The
animals need to be fed and over time each cement block will contain
items of food, water, vegetation, clouds and so on. Every $5 donation
will fill a block. This is a reminder that we have many brothers and
sisters throughout the world without adequate food.

If the donation is identified as honoring someone, that
information will be included.

Looking at College?
Why not look at a Lutheran college? Go to the web site
www.lutherancolleges.org for more information.



High School Youth Ministry

Upcomlng High School Events
February 7, SouperBowl of Caring Sunday
February 17, Ash Wednesday service, 1:00 and 6:30 p.m.
February 3,10, 24, Confirmation sessions
March 3, 10, 17, 24, Confirmation sessions
April 1, Maundy Thursday service, 1:00 and 6:30 p.m.
April 2, Good Friday service, 1:00 and 6:30 p.m.

Upcomlng Middle School Events
February 3, 10, 24, Confirmation sessions
February 7, SouperBowl of Caring Sunday
February 17, Ash Wednesday Service, 1:00 and 6:30 p.m.
March 3, 10, 17, 24, Confirmation sessions
April 1, Maundy Thursday service, 1:00 and 6:30 p.m.
April 2, Good Friday service, 1:00 and 6:30 p.m.

Many in our family of faith received the Sacrament of Holy
Baptism this month.

Paige Elizabeth Pistono, Molly Grace Pistono, and Jenna Hope
Pistono, daughters of Scott and Mary Pistono were baptized on
January 10. Paige was born on July 1, 1997, Molly was born on
April 8, 2000, and Jenna was born on June 29, 2005. Jennifer
and Frank Jones are sponsors for all three children.

Austin Jeffrey Powell and Jordan Thomas Powell were also
baptized on January 10. They were born on August 20, 1997,
and their sponsors are Muriel Powell and Julie Powell

Please keep them and all the newly baptized in your prayers
so they grow in faith as they grow in stature.



Happy February Birthdays

Our Youngest:

Kylie Hutchins 15 Brynn Kruchten
Gavin Gallus 17 Kate Himebauch
Joshua Ellerman 27

Our Sunday School Students:
Angie Kolb 2
Max Sailor 2 Michael Endres
Brandon Neuman 5 Grant Tilkens
Katie Neuman 8

Alexander Pemberton

15
19

2
3
6

Samuel Nedeau-Owen 13

BrookLynn Baier 16 Sophia Fiske 16
Noah Mack 18 Lillian Jones 24
Audrie Nurkala 28
Our Youth:
Trent Anderson 3 Andrew Lovell 12
Julia Reinke 15 Keith Hines 16
Grant Schlimgen 16 Nathan Lovell 20
Anna Thums 28
College and Career-age Young People:
Stephanie Nizzi 2 Patrick Empey 10
Lisa Hegge 13 Joshua Steinhorst 15
Briana Pero 16 Courtney Crawford 18
Brent Herbrand 21 Ryan Bolton 22
Mark Harpold 25 Randy Luck 27
Evan Weeks 28
MOSES

Attention 6™ — 9™ graders!!!

A group has been created just for you during the Sunday
School hour. Join teachers Marge Erlandson and John Hines at
9:15 a.m. each Sunday for Bible study, games, speakers, music,
service projects, library time, and lots of fun!

If you can’t come one week, go the next week! Friends are
always welcome.



Lent 1

Th

Sa

Su

Tu

Lent 2
Th

Daily Lectionary for Lent

Ash Wednesday
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
or Isaiah 58:1-12
Psalm 51:1-17
2 Corinthians 5:20b—
6:10
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
Exodus 5:10-23
Acts 7:30-34

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
Exodus 6:1-13
Acts 7:35-42

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
John 12:27-36

First Sunday in Lent
Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
Romans 10:8b-13
Luke 4:1-13

Psalm 17
1 Chronicles 21:1-17
1 John 2:1-6

Psalm 17
Zechariah 3:1-10
2 Peter 2:4-21

Psalm 17
Job 1:1-22
Luke 21:34—22:6

Psalm 27

Genesis 13:1-7, 14-18
Philippians 3:2-12
Psalm 27

Genesis 14:17-24
Philippians 3:17-20

Sa

Su

Tu

Lent 3
Th

Sa

Su

Psalm 27
Psalm 118:26-29
Matthew 23:37-39

Second Sunday in Lent
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Psalm 27

Philippians 3:17—4:1
Luke 13:31-35

Psalm 105:1- 42
Exodus 33:1-6
Romans 4:1-12

Psalm 105:1- 42
Numbers 14:10b-24
1 Corinthians 10:1-13

Psalm 105:1-42
2 Chronicles 20:1-22
Luke 13:22-31

Psalm 63:1-8
Daniel 3:19-30
Revelation 2:8-11

Psalm 63:1-8
Daniel 12:1-4
Revelation 3:1-6

Psalm 63:1-8
Isaiah 5:1-7
Luke 6:43-45

Third Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 55:1-9

Psalm 63:1-8

1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Luke 13:1-9

Psalm 39
Jeremiah 11:1-17
Romans 2:1-11



Tu

Lent 4
Th

Sa

Su

Tu

Lent 5
Th

Psalm 39
Ezekiel 17:1-10
Romans 2:12-16

Psalm 39
Numbers 13:17-27
Luke 13:18-21

Psalm 32
Joshua 4:1-13
2 Corinthians 4:16—5:5

Psalm 32
Joshua 4:14-24
2 Corinthians 5:6-15

Psalm 32
Exodus 32:7-14
Luke 15:1-10

Fourth Sunday in Lent
Joshua 5:9-12

Psalm 32

2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Psalm 53
Leviticus 23:26-41
Revelation 19:1-8

Psalm 53
Leviticus 25:1-19
Revelation 19:9-10

Psalm 53
2 Kings 4:1-7
Luke 9:10-17

Psalm 126
Isaiah 43:1-7
Philippians 2:19-24

Sa

Su

Tu

Lent 6
Th

Sa

Su

Psalm 126

Isaiah 43:8-15
Philippians 2:25—3:1
Psalm 126

Exodus 12:21-27
John 11:45-57

Fifth Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 43:16-21
Psalm 126
Philippians 3:4b-14
John 12:1-8

Psalm 20

Exodus 40:1-15
Hebrews 10:19-25

Psalm 20
Judges 9:7-15
1 John 2:18-28

Psalm 20
Habakkuk 3:2-15
Luke 18:31-34

Psalm 31:9-16
Isaiah 53:10-12
Hebrews 2:1-9

Psalm 31:9-16
Isaiah 54:9-10
Hebrews 2:10-18

Psalm 31:9-16
Leviticus 23:1-8
Luke 22:1-13

Sunday of the Passion
Luke 19:28-40
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Luke 22:14—23:56

or Luke 23:1-49



Lutheran World Relief Health Kits

The women'’s Lutheran World Relief congregational project for
2010 is health kits. We will collect tooth brushes and nail clippers
with a file attached during February. They may be placed in the
plastic bin in the cloakroom.

Parish Planning Council Members:

Executive Director Bill Knickmeyer 643-4543
Assistant Exec Director Roger Clason 544-2101
Secretary Audrey Luetscher 643-2328
Treasurer Lynn Froehlich 592-2142
Evangelism Board Betty Fisher 643-6121
Fellowship Board Dianne Effinger 643-4293
Lay Ministry Board Linda Lorenz 370-1561
Member at Large Dale Haroldson 643-4795
Member at Large Nancy Passehl 643-3008
Parish Education Board Traci Schutt 643-5303
Properties Board Jerry Kaufman 544-4322
PR and Social Concerns Mary Ellen Beich 643-4265
Stewardship Board Dave Sisbach 643-8609
Women of the ELCA Kathy Lester 643-4145
Youth Board Kim Fiske 644-1110

The Staff:
Pastors: Fred Rilling fcr3@verizon.net 644-1359 (h)
Sally Mitchell pastorsally2006@verizon.net 643-8425 (h)
Office: Mary Ellen Beich mebeich2@hotmail.com 643-4265 (h)
Linda Hines lkhines@hotmail.com 544-2409 (h)
Youth-Education: Jessa Kinnamon jessakinnamon@hotmail.com
643-8262 (h)
Director of Music: Connie Burton burton4@chorus.net 355-7908(h)
Custodian: Linda Hines
St. John’s Lutheran Church: 643-2439 (office), 643-2430 (fax)
www.stjohnssaukprairie.org
Mission Statement: Christ, our strength and refuge, calling us to serve







