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Dear Sisters and Brothers,

Stories. We use them to communicate important information. We
tell stories everyday to let people know who we are and what we care
about. That is why | want to tell this story.

At the last Stewardship board meeting, Rev. Sara Yotter joined
us. Sara is on staff in the synod office and works as an assistant to
the bishop.

Sara spent the better part of ninety minutes with us. She asked
numerous questions and got us to think more broadly and more
deeply about what stewardship was and how we might take these
insights in our future planning.

One of the questions Sara asked related to how we thanked
people for their ministry. Several responses came forth. At the end
of them she told us of a study the synod had asked the national
church office to conduct. The study was to find out which churches in
the South-Central Synod have grown in the past five years both
numerically and in their giving to the synod. There were only two
such congregations. Out of 155 congregations in our synod, only two
fit this criteria. We were one of them.




| tell you this story for several reasons. First, | must admit, | am
proud to tell the story. | realize that shows some of my vanity, but |
am proud to be associated with a congregation that makes giving
beyond its doors a priority. The study only measured giving to the
synod, but your giving beyond the synod has also grown. Thus | am
doubly proud.

Another reason | tell the story is so that you know that your work
has not gone unnoticed. Our synod staff know us to be generous
without having a study tell them, but a study confirms what they and |
know about you — you are generous.

The final reason | tell this story is to make the connection of our
growth to our generosity. Now you may think that this is obvious,
after all, the more people we have to give, the more we can give. But
| think it is the other way around. | think that because you are
generous, others want to be part of what you do. That truth is
confirmed over and over as | talk with new members who say that
they were drawn to us because we look outward. They see us as
caring for those in need and say, “l want to be part of that.” Our
generosity is a magnet that draws people to this congregation. And
more importantly, to Christ.

Stories are important. They tell others about who we are and
about what we care about. May you continue to tell stories about our
congregation’s generosity so that they may in turn see and hear the
story of God'’s generosity.

Shalom,

Japanese Earthquake/Tsunami Response

It is hard to imagine the devastation and heart ache that is going on in
Japan right now. Many have said, “How can we help?” One way is
to help support those who are there in our name. The ELCA has
been involved in disaster response for many years. If you would like
and are able to give financial gifts to help our sisters and brothers in
Japan, you can either put funds in a pew envelope and mark on it
Japan and put it in the offering plate or bring it to the church office.
You also can send funds directly to ELCA Disaster Response, 39330
Treasury Center, Chicago, IL 60694. Please write Pacific Earthquake
and Tsunami on your checks memo line.
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Food Pantry Sunday is Apnl 10. Food, paper products and
cleaning supplies may be brought to the table in the gathering area.
These items are distributed to many families in the Sauk Prairie
community. The food pantry especially needs:

Canned soup Crackers Tuna

Canned vegetables Jaml/jelly Boxed potatoes
Pasta Pasta sauce Peanut butter
Pork and beans Gravy

Keep this list handy as you do your grocery shopping during
the next few weeks.

Many parishioners find it easier to bring the items to the gathering
area of the church at other times during the month. We appreciate the
donations at any time.
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Birthday Greetings

We hope you take a moment to send greetings to the
following people who have birthdays in April. The date is in
parentheses.

Edna Lauer (10) Wilma Matz-DiRienzo (18)
217 7" Street Heartland Country Village
Prairie du Sac, Wl 53578 634 Center Street

Black Earth, WI 53515

Dorothy Olson (22) Inez Zitlow (26)
Maplewood Village 205 4™ Street
1425 Hemlock Street Prairie du Sac, Wl 53578

Sauk City, WI 53583

Women'’s Book Club

We will not meet in April so that we can prepare for Holy
Week and Easter. Our May book is The Help by Kathryn Stockett .
This book is in high demand at our libraries, so be sure to reserve
your copy now! New members are always welcome. See Pastor
Williams for more information.



Women of the Church News

Hannah Circle: Tuesday, April 5 at 9:15 a.m. in
St. John’s Library. Child care is provided. >
Lydia Circle: Thursday, April 14 at 1:00 p.m. at Fay _‘y"

Rentmeester’s, N750 Golf Rd., # 44, PdS

Martha Circle: Thursday, April 7 at 9:00 a.m. at St. John’s Library,
Marge Erlandson, Hostess

Mary Circle: Tuesday, April 5 at 1:00 p.m. at St. John’s Library,
Shirley Mitchell and Hazel Graf, Co-hostesses

Ruth Circle: Monday, April 11 at 7:00 p.m. at Marcia Thompson's,
N802 Club Circle Dr., PdS

Sarah Circle: Thursday, April 7 at 1:30 p.m. at Maplewood Village,
1425 Hemlock St., SC

Thirty-two women attended Circle meetings in March. The
Bible study, The People of God: “Loving Relationships” was led by
Keri Coffman-Thiede, Pat Sweet, Marge Erlandson, Yvonne Brewer,
Marian DeGiovanni and Kathy Lester. In April, the study will be led
by Keri Coffman-Thiede, Pat Sweet, Marilyn Larson, Yvonne Brewer,
Carolyn Gilbertson and Kathy Lester.

The Baraboo Conference Spring Gathering will be April 9 at
Zion Lutheran Stone Church, E6787 Stone Church Rd., Rock
Springs. There will be two parts to the program. First, we will listen
to poetry written by June Paul. Her theme is “Power of His
Presence.” Second, Youth Ambassadors will report on their trip to
India last year. Bishop Burnside, Sanchita Kisku, and three other
adults guided 7 youths for 2 weeks of education in different areas of
India. The offering will be given to the Youth Ambassador Program.
(Youth from India will tour our Synod next year.) The deadline for
registering for this Gathering is April 4. We will carpool from
St. John’s at 8:30 on April 9. A lunch will be served at 12:00 and will
be paid for by our WELCA group. Plan to go if you can!

Exciting plans are in the making for the Spring General
Meeting on Saturday, April 30 at 1:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
Carolyn and Mark Gilbertson have an AFS student from Tokyo,
Japan living with them this year. Her name is Hiromi (“Romi”)
Shimbo. Romi and a good friend, Cecilia Sanatori, from Venice, Italy,
who is also in the Sauk Prairie AFS program, will be our special
guests. Both girls are happy to talk about their home countries and
will also perform. Both are musically talented, and at least Romi has
agreed to sing for us. Ruth and Hannah Circles are in charge of the
“tea” that we are planning. Please “stay tuned,” mark your calendars,
invite guests, and be sure you do not miss this very special event.




This will also be an opportunity to help Earthquake victims in Japan,
since the offering will be given to the ELCA special fund that has
been set up for this purpose.

The Biennial Synodical Convention will be June 10-11 at the
Voyager in Reedsburg. Circle Chairs have more information.
Registration should be made by May 20. The registration fee will be
$65 which includes everything on Saturday. Our WELCA group will
provide a $20 scholarship for anyone wishing to attend. The
registration cost includes a continental breakfast, lunch and several
very interesting workshops.

Eunice Yanke sends get-well, sympathy, special birthday and
anniversary cards to St. John’s members. Sandy Frey will take over
these duties while Eunice is recuperating from knee surgery at the
end of March. If you know someone who should have a card, please
call Sandy at 643-5003.

The Bible study Leaders Meeting for May will be on April 26 at
9:00 a.m.

In April, Sarah Circle will visit Special Friends. Lydia Circle
will visit them in May.

We will collect hand towels and wash cloths in April for the
Lutheran World Relief congregational project of health kits.

Remember to look in this newsletter for a Prayer for Peace to
be read on April 20.

Community Meal

This is a reminder that churches in our area sponsor a free
community meal on the second and last Sundays of the month. Both
meals are from 4:00 — 6:00 p.m. at Concordia United Methodist
Church located at the corner of 5" and Galena Street.

River Hills congregation will prepare and serve the meal on
April 10, while the members of Concordia United Methodist do so on
April 24.

Know that all St. John’s parishioners are welcome to join
others in the community in this opportunity for food and fellowship.
Stop by and get to know more of our neighbors!



Lenten/Easter Schedule

Lenten services April 6 and 13 - 1:00 and 6:30 p.m.

Palm/Passion Sunday April 17 — 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.
Brunch 8:45 - 10:45 a.m.

Maundy Thursday April 21 — 1:00 and 6:30 p.m.

Good Friday April 22 —1:00 and 6:30 p.m.

Easter Sunday April 24 — 6:30, 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.

Ecumenical Good Friday Services

We will again join our brothers and sisters from First United
Church of Christ, First Presbyterian Church, Concordia United
Methodist, St. John's Lutheran Church in Leland and Zion Lutheran in
Westfield, and Bethlehem United Methodist in Blackhawk for Good
Friday services on April 22 here at St. John'’s.

Lenten Wednesday Themes and Readings
April 6 “Invest” Jeremiah 32:25
April 13 “Finish” 1 Kings 11:3

Lent and Name Tags

63 people joined our congregation in January. On average
320 people worship on a Sunday. Nearly 700 people will be here on
Easter. We have over 1200 members. What might help our new
members get to know some of these older members? Name tags!
Let us commit for the season of Lent to wear a name tag. It only
takes a moment but it makes a huge difference to those who might
have met you somewhere else but cannot remember your name on
Sunday. Help them — help us all — wear a name tag during Lent.
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Taste of Heaven Cookbooks

Volunteers will sell St. John’s new cookbook on Palm Sunday
and Easter Sunday. If you can donate an hour of your time, please
add your name to the signup sheet on the kiosk. The price is $12.
All proceeds after publishing costs will go to the Haiti Medical
Mission.

Ash Wednesday Loose Offering

The loose offering collected at both services on Ash
Wednesday totaled $243.50. This amount will be divided up among
the Sauk Prairie Area Habitat for Humanity, Hope House, the Sauk
Prairie Area cooperative Vacation Bible School, and Church World
Services, which works on hunger related issues. Thank you for your
generous giving.

Website Continues To Grow

Check out our church website (www.stjohnssaukprairie.org).
While it is still ‘under construction’ the front page is full of interesting
and current information on our church. Thanks to Kathi Risley for her
work at maintaining and adding to the site! You can contact Kathi if
you would like to help. Her email is on the bottom of the site.

w

Facebook Page Continues to Grow

Did you know that we have a Facebook Page? Go to
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/pages/St-Johns-Lutheran-
Church-Sauk-Prairie/146911752039371 and ‘like’ the page.




TASTORS NOTES

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Do you ever feel like you're just going through the motions of
each day? Do you feel like a robot sometimes? Making your coffee,
going to work, cleaning the house, paying the bills, and on and on
and on?

Do you ever feel like you’re just going through the motions in
your faith? Do you come to church and say the words, but do not
spend much time reflecting on what they mean or what you really
think about them?

Routine can be good, very good. Feeling comfortable enough
in church and having every word of the liturgy memorized can be
good, very good. Sometimes though, it is also a good thing to take a
moment to stop. As Pastor Becky Henke said in her Ash Wednesday
sermon, sometimes we just need to stop. We need to relax. We
need to listen.

On Sunday, May 8 our ninth graders will be confirmed. They
have been spending the last three years of their confirmation classes
learning to listen, to question, to think, and to reflect. They will be
asked what they believe about God, Christ, and the Spirit. They will
be asked how they plan to carry out their faith in this world.

Today | am asking you to stop, to relax, to listen, and to
reflect. Today | am asking you the same questions | will ask them.

What do you believe about God?

What do you believe about Jesus Christ?

What do you believe about the Holy Spirit?

How do you plan...

to live among God’s faithful people,

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s
supper,

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through
word and deed,

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

Routine can be a good thing. Speaking the words you have
memorized by heart is a good thing. Taking the time to ponder,
reflect, and struggle with your beliefs and daily faith walk is a good
thing too.



Please join me and our confirmation students as our journey
of faith, questioning, and listening to God continues.
Blessings,

Ay
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Artistic Note Cards

Remember the office has packs of 10 note cards donated by
Carroll Erlandson for $14 each. We also have a basket display of
individual note cards in the gathering area. The smaller cards are $2
each and the larger are $3. All proceeds go to the Haiti Medical
Mission.
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BAPTISM

We conferred the Sacrament of Holy Baptism on many in our
family of faith this month.

Bradley Charles Ball was baptized on March 6. He is the son
of Keith and Karin Ball. He was born on April 10, 2010, and his
sponsors are Lori Rodefeld and Jennifer Milestone.

Jaret James Buckles was also baptized on March 6. He is the
son of Joseph and Jennifer Buckles. He was born on July 1, 2010,
and his sponsors are Alissa Kruchten and Jeff Roth.

On March 13, Emelia Gabrielle Greene received the
Sacrament of Holy Baptism. She is the daughter of Taya Thompson
and Benton Greene. She was born on October 4, 2010, and her
sponsors are Ryan Thompson and Casey Thompson.

Samuel Robert Patterson was baptized on March 20. He
was born on August 2, 2010, and his parents are Matthew and
Emily Patterson. His sponsors are Josh Koeck, Anna Koeck
and Ashley Patterson.

Hudson Alan Ballweg was also baptized on March 20.
He is the son of Matthew and Abbey Ballweg. He was born
December 28, 2010, and his sponsors are Melissa and Travis
Klemm and Danielle and Tim Swenson.

Please keep these children and all newly baptized in your
prayers that they may grow in faith as they grow in stature.

w%gx‘fmg/y
Prayer Shawl Ministry

St. John’s will have a blessing of prayer shawls sometime
after Easter. If you have any prayer shawls done, please bring your
finished ones to the office in the next couple of months.

The Prayer Shawl Ministry has touched many lives in our
congregation. If you knit or crochet, easy directions for prayer shawls
are on the kiosk. If you have any questions, contact Bev Clason at
544-2101.

St. John’s has given 35 prayer shawls to people since the ministry began in 2007.
The shawls are made by people who pray while they knit or crochet and are meant to
serve as an expression of our regard for all who long for God’s warm embrace.



Why does our church office sell SERRYV items?

Our church staff is committed to helping people in poor areas
in a variety of ways. For example, we publicize the work of Lutheran
World Relief, Global Health Ministries and organize collections for the
Haiti Medical Mission and other ways to help Thiotte, Haiti. SERRV
International is another avenue of support for the poor.

SERRYV stands for Sales Exchange for Refugee Rehabilitation
Vocation. Although SERRV now has partnerships with many artisans
who are not refugees, the acronym was retained.

The Church of the Brethren created SERRV in 1949 in
conjunction with the Marshall Plan to help refugees in post WWII
Europe. In 1960, Church World Service helped establish a U.S.
church network to sell SERRYV crafts. The first full-time director and
three staff members were appointed in 1964. By 1981, crafts were
primarily made by low-income artisans in 35 developing countries
instead of by refugees. In 1999, SERRYV International became an
independent nonprofit marketing and development organization.

St. John’s began purchasing from SERRV that same year. By 2000,
SERRYV had sold $5.7 million in handicrafts, coffee, chocolate and
other products from the developing world.

SERRYV was one of the first alternative trade organizations in
the world. It brought together concerned consumers and
marginalized producers from developing regions of the world
(including parts of the U.S.A.) and established a system of trade so
producers in undeveloped or underdeveloped countries could gain
access to developed markets. It provided a means to bring income,
dignity and hope to some of the world’s poorest. In the words of the
European Fair Trade Association, alternative trade “humanizes” the
trade process. It makes the producer-consumer chain as short as
possible so consumers become aware of the culture and conditions in
which producers live.

SERRYV advances as much as 50% of the final price to
artisans to purchase raw materials and pays producer partners fair
prices within the context of their local economy. Tens of thousands of
artisans and family members are provided total or supplemental
annual income through SERRV sales. SERRYV also provides
emergency grants and sends designers to transform old products into
new ones.

All handcrafted items are guaranteed authentic and
individually made.

We hope you will share our commitment to SERRV by
browsing our stock and purchasing gifts for yourself or a loved one.



Thanks!

Thank you for the greeting cards and remembering me on my
St. Patrick’s Day birthday.
Marvin Beuthin

Sron-17!

Dear St. John’s Lutheran Church,

Thank you so much for allowing us to use the Fellowship Hall
for our presentation on Congestive Heart Failure. Special thanks go
to Pastor Fred, Pastor Sally, Mary Ellen and Linda for taking the time
to help and go over everything. Thank you, again.

Home Health United

WTHANK gou!

We would like to thank everyone who have given donations to
our family in this time of need. All your thought and prayers have
been a blessing to us. Thank you and God bless you.

Kelly Maavich and family

All Women of St. John’s

We are planning an exciting Spring General Meeting of the
Women of the ELCA on Saturday, April 30 at 1:00 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. All women who attend St. John’s are invited.

Carolyn and Mark Gilbertson have an AFS student named
Hiromi (“Romi”) Shimbo from Tokyo, Japan living with them this year.
Romi and a good friend, Cecilia Sanatori, from Venice, Italy, who is
also in the Sauk Prairie AFS program, will be our special guests.
Both girls are happy to talk about their home countries and will also
perform. Both are musically talented, and at least Romi has agreed
to sing for us.

We will have a “tea” for our refreshment.

Please “stay tuned,” mark your calendars, invite guests, and
be sure you do not miss this very special event.

This will also be an opportunity to help Earthquake victims in
Japan, since the offering will be given to the ELCA special fund that
has been set up for this purpose.




Vacation Bible School — June 13 -16, 9a.m.—3p. m.

Looking for something fun to do the second week of June?
Come to Vacation Bible Day Camp here at St. John’s!! We will once
again welcome staff from Sugar Creek Bible Camp to lead our kids in
a fun-filled week of songs, crafts, Bible stories, games and activities.
Campers meet at church at 9 a.m. and then head to Marion Park for
activities (weather permitting). Campers need to pack a lunch,
shacks will be provided by the church. Daily pick-up is 3 p.m. at
St. John’s. Day camp is created and designed for children entering
grades 1-5 NEXT school year. Cost of camp is $25 for 1 child, $15
for additional children not to exceed $50/family.

Additionally, we will offer childcare from 3:00-5:30 for kids
needing to be picked up later. Cost for this will be $10/week. Snacks
will be provided.

We will also have a preschool mini day camp experience for
kids who are entering 4K or K in the fall. Camp will be held at church
from 9:30-11:30 and will be taught by members of our congregation.
A snack will be provided. Cost for preschool camp is $10/child.

Registration for all 3 programs will be April 10, 17 and 24 in
the gathering area between church services. Please see either
pastor if finances for these programs may keep you from
participating.

As always, to make the week of Vacation Bible Day Camp go
smoothly we will be looking for a few volunteers. Please see Jessa
Kinnamon if you are interested in helping in any of the following ways:

Housing Camp Staff — providing housing, dinner and breakfast
for 2, or all of the Sugar Creek staff who run our camp.

Daily Support Person — this person would help staff as
needed and transport lunches/snacks to the campers.

Preschool Camp Assistants — help with the half day program
for our kids entering 4K or K in the fall.

Childcare Assistant — play with kids from 3:00 — 5:30 p.m.
during our new childcare option.



VOLUNTEERS
NI[E[EDIEDY

“Befriender” Group

Do you or someone you know need a little extra help to
remain in your home? Would a few hours of vacuuming your carpets
or mowing your lawn each week help your self-sufficiency?

Are you someone with a couple of hours to spare for a fellow
member in need?

We invite those who need light assistance and those with time
to share to call the church office and we will coordinate a “Befriender”
group within our church.

Summer Camps

Sugar Creek Bible Camp and Lutherdale Camp are now
accepting registrations for summer 2011. St. John’s believes
Lutheran summer camps are an invaluable experience for our
children and offer $75 toward the cost of each camper’s registration.
If you would like to decline this assistance, please speak with one of
the pastors. See Jessa Kinnamon if you have any additional
guestions.

Pictorial Directories Are Here!

We received our church’s pictorial directories from Olan Mills.
Volunteers will be in the gathering area between services during April
to hand them out to each individual or family who had their picture
taken.

Sunday School Attendance and Offeri  ng

February 27 93 $21.83
March 6 105 17.64
March 13 82 15.06

March 20 88 20.77



SIPECIAL PRAYER =%

We invite you to pray for peace on the 20" day of each month.
On April 20, please repeat the following prayer:

Merciful God, the resurrection of your Son brought
new life and new meaning to this world. We often cast our
doubts upon your goodness as we look to realities around us.
We ask you to strengthen our faith and belief. Guide us
and all people in ways of new life, especially in the land that
we call Holy, that peace may have victory over hatred and
conflict, life may emerge from death, and newness of life
can flourish. Amen.

St. John’s reports many of the names of our hospitalized and
recently discharged members in the monthly newsletter. We include
only those who have given us permission to print their names. You
may send cards or telephone them and pray for their improved
health.

Hospitalized/Recently Discharged

Tom Luetscher
Jim Yanke
Jeannine Robertson
Helen Derleth
Ellen Mahoney
Bill Wenzel

Vacation Bible School Sign-Up

Sign-Up for Vacation Bible School (June 13-16) will occur
April 10, 17 and 24 between church services. You may also bring
your registration to the church office. The registration deadline is
May 29. We will not be able to accept day campers after this date.



With Sincere Sympathy
We offer our sympathy to several in our family of faith this
month:
Tom and Ellen Mahoney and their family on the death
of Tom’s brother-in-law, Roger Matz
Betty and Lyle Fosshage on the death of Betty’s sister,
Elaine Ahlvin
Ron Diehl on the death of his mother-in-law, Clara

Fuerstenbergh

Fire Victims Need Your Help

Kelly Maavich and her children Ivan, Hunter, Melina and Briar
Lohr lost their home and its contents to a devastating fire February 3.
If you wish to help them, the “Kelly Maavich Foundation” has been
established at the Harris Bank of Sauk City. The family especially
needs dressers. If you have items to donate, call the church office to
arrange delivery.

Specia/

Pﬁ&@ﬂ ECT

Pastor Rilling has challenged our congregation to provide 200
newborn kits to the Synod Assembly in early May. One of the items
we need to complete these kits is infant hats. The hats may be
crocheted, knitted or sewn. Directions for each are on the kiosk in
the gathering area. If you can make any of these hats, bring them to
the church office. Volunteers assemble the kits during the fellowship
time on most Sundays.

Crafters are invited to the Sharing Stitches group on Tuesday,
April 12, at 9:30 a.m. in St. John’s library. Join us for instruction and
socialization. Beginners are welcome, indeed!

Contact April Sawyer at 643-3527 for more information.



King Family Benefit — June 2 and 3

Many friends and neighbors of Ryan and Kristen King and
their family are organizing a garage sale during the first week in June.
It will be held in St. John’s Fellowship Hall. All proceeds will be used
to pay for medical bills and living expenses.

We invite you to keep this benefit in mind and put aside items
for this cause. We will give you more details in the weeks to come.

Lenten Offerings

Keep a look out for our Lenten quarter folders and small boxes.
Your money along with the other Wednesday Lenten offerings will
again support worthy ministries. This year the Stewardship Board
has chosen recipients to be:

The Sauk Prairie School District's Homeless program
The Good Neighbor Clinic (local free clinic)
Raymond Parish (for medicine)

The Haiti Medical Mission of Wisconsin

UW Madison Campus Ministry

Bethel Lutheran Church in Madison TV ministry

Please give generously so all may know God'’s love.

E COEGE
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Looking at College?
Why not look at a Lutheran college? Go to the web site
www.lutherancolleges.org for more information.



Acolytes :
April 3

April 10
April 17

April 24

April 6
April 13

April 21
April 22

Readers:
April 3
April 10
April 17
April 24
6:30 a.m.
Alan Hines
May 1

Assisting Ministers

April 3

April 10
April 17
April 24

Cantors :
April 3
April 10
April 17
April 24

Serving in April

8:00 a.m.

Sam Kreutzmann

Hannah Schutt
Greta Koenig
Alex Fiske

Sam Kreutzmann

Erik Gilbertson
Jeremy Sauer

1:00 p.m.

Adam Ballweg
Renee Ballweg

Tyler Ederer
Dale Haroldson
Diane Slotty

Kevin Nelson
Jason Nelson

Cassie Bradley
Kathi Risley
Carl Sirotzki
Cassie Bradley

Cassie Bradley
Janet Koenig
Senior Choir
Senior Choir

10:30 a.m.

Beth Yanke
Skyler Richards
Ethan Harper
Jacob Jones
Skyler Richards
Alex Fiske
Greta Koenig
Paige Pistono

6:30 p.m.
Leah Spurgeon

Beth Yanke
Leah Spurgeon
Alissa Grauvog|!
Renee Ballweg
Alex Fiske

Jason Nelson
Renee Pierce
Tom Schneller

Jon Sandeman
Paige Pistono

Kathi Risley
Carl Sirotzki

Doris Lohr/Janis Baun
Melani/Mikayla Wheeler

Bill Burton
Senior Choir



Ushers :
April 3

April 10

April 17

April 24
6:30 a.m.

Glenn Herschleb
Joyce Kinnamon

April 6

April 13

April 21

April 22

8:00 a.m.

Bob Fentress
John Kreutzmann
Rodney Mielke
Gary Tomter
Jeremy Sauer
Bob Fentress
Rodney Mielke
Gary Tomter

Erik Gilbertson
Vince Graves
Bob Fentress
John Kreutzmann
Gary Tomter
Vince Graves
Chad Keller

Bob Fentress
John Herbst
Linda Herbst
Gary Tomter
Erik Gilbertson
Vince Graves

1:00 p.m.
Paul Bringle

Bob Nelson

Paul Bringle
Bob Nelson

Paul Bringle
Bob Nelson

Paul Bringle
Bob Nelson

10:30 a.m.

Bob Egan
Dede Egan
Terry Slotty
Ryan Caflisch
Austin Powell
Bob Egan
Dede Egan
Tom Varley
Ryan Caflisch
Garrett Kippley
Diane Reich
Wolfgang Reich
Tom Varley
Sydney Peterson
Sarah Peterson

Dale Haroldson
Jerry Niesen
Michelle Niesen
Sydney Peterson
Sarah Peterson

6:30 p.m.
Dale Haroldson

Jeanne Haroldson
Claire Reinke
Tyler Ederer
Jeremy Sauer
Dale Haroldson
Jeanne Haroldson
Claire Reinke
Ethan Harper
Adam Ballweg
Butch Passehl
Nancy Passehl
Claire Reinke
Alissa Graubogl!
Skyler Richards
Joyce Kinnamon
Tom Varley
Gerald Westphal



Greeters : 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.

April 3 (Sanctuary) Linda/John Herbst  Randy/Linda Miller
(Front Doors) Don/Ellen Hamlin lan/Laura Collins
(Side Doors) Betty/Dennis Fisher Jerry/Peggy Exterovich

April 10(Sanctuary) Brad/Teresa Ellerman John/Caroline Morrow
(Front Doors) Dale/Jeanne Haroldson Steve/Holly Kindschi

(Side Doors) Jayne Carlson Kevin/Sarah Acker
April 17(Sanctuary) Lindsey Sauer Austin Powell

(Front Doors) Roger Maynard Tom/Gina Varley

(Side Doors) Miriah Breunig Jordan Powell

April 24(Sanctuary) Brian/Mary Weeks  Aaron/Becki Braund
(Front Doors) Jeannine Robertson Jon/Carin Sandeman
(Side Doors) Bob/Almay Nelson  Arleta Wachter

Librarians :

April 3 Eldoris Lovell, Maren Andersen Boerger
April 10 Fay Rentmeester, Maren Andersen Boerger
April 17 Mary Weeks, Maren Andersen Boerger
April 24 Marilyn Larson, Marcia Thompson

Nursery Staff :

April 3 Katie Ederer Sarah Peterson
Kaitlynn Pulvermacher Sydney Peterson

April 10 Kaitlynn Pulvermacher Alyssa Cass
Nick Sailor Bailie Sass

April 17 Miriah Breunig Greta Koenig
Lindsey Sauer Paige Pistono

April 24 Lindsey Sauer Trent Anderson
Miriah Breunig Garrett Kippley

Coffee Set-Up/Clean-Up :

April 3 Brooke Herschleb, Nick Sailor

April 10 Luke Tilkens, Olivia Chao

April 17 Volunteers and Fellowship Board Members

April 24 Luke Tilkens, Katie Vieth
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Communion Assistants

8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.
April 3 Vince Graves Jake Barzen
April 10 Tony DeGiovanni Aletha Ballweg
April 17 Marge Erlandson Dorothy Campbell
April 24
6:30 a.m.

Alice Chenoweth

April 21

Roger Clason

1:00 p.m.
Marilyn Herschleb

Communion Set Up/Clean Up :

Dale Haroldson

6:30 p.m.
Kathy Roberg

April 3 Katie Ederer Jordan Powell
Greta Koenig
Janet Koenig

April 10 Trent Anderson Deb/Gerry Westphal
Julie Allen

April 17 Keith Hines Jacob Jones
Linda Hines Andy Jones

April 24

6:30 a.m.
Nadine/Bryce Lauer Paul/Lynn Froehlich
1:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m.
April 21 Marilyn Herschleb Butch/Nancy Passehl

Jayne Carlson

Spring Service Day — April 30, 9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Youth in grades 6-12 can sign-up to participate in Spring

Clean-Up day beginning March 27. We will meet in the parking lot of
the Evangelical Free Church on the corner of 13" and Lincoln, break
into groups, and head out for a morning of outdoor work. We will
return to E-Free for lunch at noon. Please wear clothes that you don’t
mind getting dirty, sturdy shoes (no flip-flops or open toes), and bring
a water bottle and a rake if possible.

Confirmation students will be able to count this as one of their
required 3 service activities.

For those interested in having work done, please see the
Service Day page in this Visitor.



April Sunday School Hero News

Hello Heroes! How is your Lenten season going? Are you
using your calendars? We should be about half way through
counting the days until Easter now. Pray and practice kindness all
the way to Easter.

April 17 is Palm Sunday and the church is busy planning the
big breakfast. The breakfast is open before Sunday School and after
class so teachers and students can enjoy it too. If you go to eat
before Sunday School, don’t be shy, go to the head of the lines so
you will not be late to class. (Pastor Fred gives us permission to do
this.) Look at the table decorations, also. Our 4™ grade class made
them.

There is NO Sunday School on Easter Sunday. Come to
church to celebrate our risen Lord!

Our April Heroes are our great Librarians and fabulous First
Graders! The First Graders have been learning a lot about kindness
and how Jesus loves us. They have a whole alphabet of reasons to
thank God, too! Check out their green room.

Our Librarians are Maren Andersen Boerger, Marilyn Larson,
Barb Salveson, Fay Rentmeester, Eldoris Lovell, Mary Weeks, Carol
Mallon, Mary Ellen Beich and Marcia Thompson. They do a
wonderful job keeping our books and videos in order and helping us
check them out. Have you been to the Library lately? Go and see
the new things, talk with a Librarian and take home a book!

Are you interested in Vacation Bible School Day Camp?
Check it out this month. Ask Jessa Kinnamon if you have any
guestions.

Keep showing that Hero in you!

Linda Hines
Sunday School Superintendent



Dear Members of St. John'’s,

Thank you for your generous donation to the Sauk Prairie
Foundation for Academic Excellence. This scholarship will help
provide outstanding educational opportunities to students from the
Class of 2011. We appreciate your continued support and
partnership.

Sincerely,
SPFFAE Board

St. John’s provides $250 for a scholarship to a Sauk Prairie High School senior to
attend college and major in a helping profession.

First Communion Instruction

First Communion instruction will be Tuesday, April 5 from
6-7 p.m. Letters will be sent to 5" grade parents, but younger
children as well as adults are also invited. If you would like to explore
the possibilities of first communion for your children, no matter what
their age, please sign up by calling the church office. Taking the
class does not obligate anyone to begin communing nor is it a
requirement for communion. The class is simply a time to explore
what this gift of God might mean for you.

Fair Trade Items on Sale

Our office recently received a shipment of gift items from
SERRYV, International. Besides these new scarves, jewelry and
baskets, we have coffee, tea, chocolate, snacks and soup mixes from
Equal Exchange and SERRV.

Be sure to stop in the gathering area when these items are
displayed or in the church office any time the church is open and
browse at your convenience.



Stay Involved!

Newsletter and Weekly Bulletins Available by Email

If you are absent from worship, but would like to keep up with
the scripture verses and announcements, you may stop at the
brochure rack in the gathering area and pick up last Sunday’s
bulletin.

Our weekly bulletins and the Visitor are also available online
as email attachments and are on our web page. Contact Mary Ellen
at maryellen@stjohnssaukprairie.org or Linda at
linda@stjohnssaukprairie.org or go online to stjohnssaukprairie.org to
find the information that you need.

Memorial Gifts

We recently received memorial monies given in memory of
Florence Ganser. We are grateful when our church is remembered
and loved ones are honored in this way.
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Quilters Need
St. John’s Quilters need sheets and other large pieces of
fabric for quilt backs. Please check your closets and bring these
items to the Fellowship Hall when you are able.

i

Please Help the Church Office

If you or your child have moved recently or changed
telephone or cell phone numbers, please contact the church office at
643-2439 with the new information. This helps us keep our records
of servers like ushers or communion assistants up-to-date.



High School Youth Ministry

Upcomlng High School Events
April 6, Confirmation session
April 13
Pot Luck, 5:30 p.m.
Student-led Lenten Service, 6:30 p.m.
April 30 — Spring Clean Up, 9 a.m. - Noon
May 4 — Affirmation of Baptism Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
May 8 — Affirmation of Baptism at 10:30 a.m.
May 22 — Graduation Sunday
June 11-18 — Mississippi Mission Trip
June 17 — Mt. Olympus, 9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.
July 29-30 — Lock-In

Upcomlng Middle School Events
April 6, Confirmation session
April 13
Pot Luck, 5:30 p.m.
Student-led Lenten Service, 6:30 p.m.
Apr 30 — Spring Clean Up, 9 a.m. - Noon
May 11 — 6™ Grade Confirmation Orientation, 6 p.m.
June 17 — Mt. Olympus
July 29-30 — Lock-In

Affirmation of Baptism Rehearsal

A rehearsal for the Affirmation of Baptism service will be held
on Wednesday, May 4 at 6 p.m. Parents, please accompany your
Confirmand! Students should arrive at church on Sunday, May 8 at
9 a.m. for pictures. We will celebrate their Affirmation of Baptism at
the 10:30 service.

Senior Recognition

Come join us on Sunday, May 22 at our 10:30 service as we
recognize our graduating high school seniors. A reception will follow.
Please come and celebrate this important event in the lives of our
young people.

We would also like to list our post-high school youth who are
graduating from any other school or training center. Please call the
office with their names and the institutions from which they will
receive degrees/certifications.



Save the Date - Middle School / High School Mt Olym  pus Trip

Kids in grades 6-12 are invited on an outing to Mt. Olympus
on Friday, June 17. We will take a bus from church at 9 a.m. and
return at 5 p.m. Please watch the Visitor and Sunday bulletins for
more details.

Attention Confirmation Parents, Students and Teache rs!!

Wednesday, April 13 will be our last Confirmation class. We
will gather in the Fellowship Hall for a Potluck/End-of-Year
Celebration at 5:30 — please bring a dish to share, we will provide the
rest. We will join the congregation for a student-led Lenten worship
service at 6:30.

Parents please accompany your student to the Lenten
Worship.

10™ & 11" Grade Students — Interested in Leadership Camp?

St. John’s is pleased to announce the full funding of 2
students to Sugar Creek’s Leadership Camp. We are looking for
couple of 10" or 11" grade students interested in taking a leadership
role among peers. You will go to Sugar Creek’s 2 week leadership
camp and return with fabulous ideas about growing your leadership
skills at church and in the community.

Applications are available on the Youth Info Board and are
due May 1 to Jessa Kinnamon.

As our confirmation year comes to an end this month, | find
that my words fall short in expressing the incredible gratitude | have
for our teachers, meal preparers, parents, and students. We could
not do it without all of them! Please join me in thanking Jessa
Kinnamon (Youth and Education Coordinator), Bill Burton, Scott
Schutt, Claire Reinke, Marie Harper, Carl Sirotzki, Teresa
Kreutzmann, John Kreutzmann, Dede Egan, Donna Nelson, Kim
Fiske, Patty Spurgeon (worship job coordinator), and all who have
helped with our program in any way! We are so very thankful!

~ Pastor Sally



2012 ELCA Youth Gathering

National Youth Gathering 2012 Preliminary Informati  on

Mark your calendars for the National Youth Gathering 2012,
July 18-22 in New Orleans!
Who may attend? Any student currently in 7"-11" grade
When is it? July 18-22, 2012. We will probably leave the day before
and return the day after.
Where is it? New Orleans, LA
What will it cost? The only number we know for sure is the
registration cost — the rest are estimates based on what we paid last
time.

Registration: $315

Transportation (bus) - $350

Hotel Stay in New Orleans - $200

Food - $100

Spending money — optional

Total estimated cost: $965 — St. John’s offsets this

cost with our Youth Account — money put away each month (approx.
$9000 total) divided by the number of participants attending.
St. John’s hope is to cut the cost in half. If cost is a barrier to your
child attending, please talk to one of the pastors.
What will the students do while there? Last time we participated in 3
day long programs; service day, learning day and an interaction day.
More information about this youth gathering will be available in the
future.
How will we get there? Coach Bus
What is each youth committed to doing? In addition to attending the
gathering in July of 2012, youth will be required to attended meetings
leading up to and after the gathering.
What is the next step? Youth and their families will contact Jessa
Kinnamon to show their interest. Prospective youth and their parents
will meet with Jessa sometime in May.



Happy April Birthdays
Our Youngest:

Aidan Kaukl 13 Andrew Braun 26
Wyatt Frey 28 Graysen Dunn 29
Our Sunday School Students:
Rachel Collins 3 Matthew Bradley 5
Michela Breunig 8 Molly Pistono 8
Jay Liedtke 9 Anna Osgood 9
Owen Kolnik 10 Meadow Liedtke 15
Scott Graves 16 Adam Stecker 16
Elizabeth Potter 18 Quintin Lemelin 21
Kohle Hilgemann 23 Jessa Stecker 24
Cameron Manning 24 Hunter Dittberner 26
Nolan Joyce 27 Emily Schutt 28
Austin Kaukl 28
Our Youth:
Dylan Rasque 4 Trystan Sprecher 6
Alesha Cody 14 Alissa Affedt 17
Nicole Ballou 19 Cassie Bradley 20
Alyson Statz 23 Aaron Andrews 25
Angelica Carter 26 Zachary Fiske 28
College and Career-age Young People:

Corinne Imobersteg 1 Renee Weeks 8
Alex Slotty 9 Taylor Frosch 12
Krista Grinde 17 Chelsea Culver 27
Hayley Pippin 27 Meghan Pierce 30

6" Grade Confirmation Orientation
Each year the 6™ grade class has an orientation on how to
serve as acolytes, communion assistants, readers, greeters, ushers,
coffee servers, communion set-up and clean-up, along with how to
take worship notes. We will meet at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, May 11.
It is important that both youth and a parent be present for this
orientation.







IT CAN NEVER
HAPPEN TO US

It was June 1984 and the residents of Barneveld probably
never thought it could happen to them. By the time the storm arrived
many were already in bed and asleep. They lost so much including
seven victims who lost their life. And what about the residents
outside of Stoughton in 2007 when a tornado ripped through their
community or those in Sauk County when many lost their home in the
flood of 2008. It can happen to any of us at any time.

LUAD, Lutherans United Assisting after Disasters, knows very
well what a disaster can do. That is why we have been planning and
preparing for the past 18 months. Preparing to respond in the event
of a disaster we hope never comes but we all know it will someday.
LUAD is also focused on disaster prevention. That poses a question:
“How prepared are you?”

The American Red Cross website (www.redcross.org) is an
excellent resource to help you prepare for a disaster and what to
pack in your emergency kit. It is important to keep this thought in
mind; the person who plans and prepares is more likely to survive.
There are 3 steps to preparedness

Make a plan
Be informed
Get a kit

And what about your Spiritual First Aid kit? It's natural to feel
guilty, to have a sense of hopelessness, to wonder about life and
death and to ask: Why did God do this?” Good spiritual first aid
requires being present with a sense of hospitality, acceptance and
respect for people for what they are, taking care to avoid doing any
harm. As much as a bandage helps to heal a wound, prayer heals in
times of despair.

Read --- First Thessalonians 1: 2-3






Hospice and Newborn Kits

St. John’s partners with Global Health Ministries to provide
Hospice and Newborn (formerly midwife) Kits to needy people around
the world. Volunteers will assemble them as we receive donations
and take them to the Synod Assembly in May. Please help contribute
the following supplies:

Materials for Hospice Kits

New or gently used:
1 regular size bath towel
1 wash cloth
New items:
1 bath size bar of hand soap (wrapped)
1 toothbrush
1 tube tooth paste, medium or large (or two small sample
sizes)
1 "pick" comb
1 nail clipper
6 Band-Aids
1 jar or tube of petroleum jelly
1 pair heavy duty household gloves (kitchen type) size:
medium
1 small devotional booklet such as Portals of Prayer or Christ
in our Home (does not have to be current issue).

Wrap everything inside the bath towel and place this and a card
labeled Hospice Kit inside a 2-gallon Ziploc bag. Squeeze the air
out of the bag before sealing it.

Materials for Newborn Kits
(Please use new or clean used items in good condition)

1 regular size bath towel 1 36" square muslin or sheeting
1 wash cloth (thin) 1 bath size bar Ivory soap

1 newborn stocking cap (keep hand-knit ones very small)

1 small cotton-blend or flannel shirt (to waist only as the
babies do not wear diapers) 1 receiving blanket

Wrap everything inside the bath towel and place this and a card
labeled Newborn Kit inside a 2-gallon Ziploc bag. Squeeze the air
out of the bag before sealing it.



Lutheran World Relief Health Kits

The women'’s Lutheran World Relief congregational project for
2011 is health kits. We will collect hand towels and wash cloths in
April. They may be placed in the plastic bin in the cloakroom.

Parish Planning Council Members:

Executive Director Lea Culver 643-3946
Assistant Exec Director Alan Hines 393-3881
Secretary Audrey Luetscher 643-2328
Treasurer Lynn Froehlich 592-2142
Evangelism Board Jackie Frosch 643-4253
Fellowship Board Dianne Effinger 643-4293
Lay Ministry Board Linda Lorenz 370-1561
Member at Large Dale Haroldson 643-4795
Member at Large Nancy Passehl 643-3008
Parish Education Board Traci Schutt 643-5303
Properties Board Jerry Kaufman 544-4322
PR and Social Concerns Kathi Risley 643-6892
Stewardship Board Dave Sisbach 643-8609
Women of the ELCA Kathy Lester 643-4145
Youth Board Kim Fiske 644-1110
The Staff:

Pastors: Fred Rilling fred@stjohnssaukprairie.org 644-1359 (h)
Sally Williams sally@stjohnssaukprairie.org 643-7810(h)

Office: Mary Ellen Beich maryellen@stjohnssaukprairie.org
643-4265 (h)
Linda Hines linda@stjohnssaukprairie.org 544-2409 (h)

Youth-Education: Jessa Kinnamon jessa@stjohnssaukprairie.org
643-8262 (h)

Director of Music: Connie Burton connie@stjohnssaukprairie.org
355-7908(h)

Custodian: Linda Hines

St. John’s Lutheran Church: 643-2439 (phone), 643-2430 (fax)

www.stjohnssaukprairie.org
Mission Statement: Christ, our strength and refuge, calling us to serve







